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CHAPTER ONE: STAGES IN HISTORY AND THEIR
PURPOSE

NOTE CONCERNING DIFFERING OPINIONS:

Many of the issues below, in particular those which have to do with the Mashiach, are
the subject of N oNn among the Rishonim and the Achronim. This is because, according to
the Rambam, there was no clear N1 on these issues'. However, although we have often
noted these differences, we have generally brought down one approach, as per the writings of
the Ramchal, Rav Dessler, Rav Tzadok HaCohen and Rav Chaim Friedlander. These giants
in Torah appear to have distilled the main-stream approach to these issues, based on the
Zohar and other classic sources in Chazal. The three sefarim which we have relied on in
particular are the "1 797, the mman ny7 of the Y’nn9, and the 2a7n o»n »naw of o»n M
M5

It should be noted that, on one such issue, that of Techiyas HaMeisim, we have not
followed the Rambam, whose view is that Techiyas HeMeisim is only an intermediate stage
towards Olam HaBa®. From the time of the Achronim, the emerging consensus appears to go
against the Ramabam’.

DTV PIPY TY PP PR DTN YT N9 102 R¥PY DTN YN 97 :2 91 20 99 0990 mavn

YN D272 NYAP DNY PN DIONN D) DINIIN DIN )N POIND
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"R N1 12 1°R1 2RI 00 "IR?ND 917 ®?22 T222 0P TR0 M09 R?2R 17121 911 12 1°R KA1 021010
12 127 DR ®?21 AT 02702 117 172X OTXR "2 19130 071270 2210 12T ®?1 17100 R?71 172X R? 12
1R 72 112 ®X1"I1 PINWT AXVT A0 01701 ATNU1 N2°W" 1142 AT0 02102 M1917 1"DIRNW 01270 1N
ON'MIYD1 0°2W1 0P TR R?R 00N R?21 110 R?21 71772 X7 12 'R K271 021070 010XRT0 0NN
0P TR 1MMKRW AT 1101 1772 0W 1" W0 97 912 00 1"RO 77 7121 10 7237200 17 17011 10 0KR12
1N"WRIA 1 N10D 1IMRW 17 127 70727 R721 210 R?72 00 17130 0P TR0 1223 17IMR 771 717 172017
N20 MKRW MDD 1070 779D0 X1 1O00 773N X120 02100 N7 12T 172220 1WT'W DT 173
72 WRTN 2V NN T2 912 ANNON 1°R1 DOXRT 2D 07210 INNOT MR R10 7071 MR 17 71000 17902
7172P70 NNNKRN 1"2°0N71 00710 711720 17 171701 17INKRO 177 17071 AU T R 1R 023N 1TIMXRO 170D
11D AT WURA TIAT RR 910 12 1R 7MY - 772X NAWA] 2900 29K 912 001 00717 01°R0 1N
MW T 20 27N NIVT 170 X7 TOXRT N 7272 NINWI? R2R 19137 0100 00N 1R IR0 "2 0721179
(TP NAW) TN"127 171¥N 171 131 1121 70NN 17 171701272 1TNU°0 0P TR 1" TN (X7 9T) M2 1INKX
7907 0P TRN 1210 R?2W (27X 1"ITNI0) 1TIMR 1231 12TR ®NU 0 71INBA ®?1 0727 07221 "1112pN 7R
11 ON"122 "2 021N 717K 227 1°R97I0N1 1" TN ONIM2A (R”X 1717110 TW) 17X 121 ON"132 1" TN10 R7R
2197 7127 11017?2R N1 07IR?71010 17122 NIR™MA1 NPT 0N 0700 R711200 109X 22X 071 1" TN
[2WM 17N X271 191WIIT JVNWNI N1VYA 1'NM

PHRND ORTIA D72ANINY 1IN 92D DOYD RYVIN JAN 0NN NYNN PITN NOY PONR PV T/ARIMN
DOWY PHON D PN DINNIA NMNND PHNRND INY MY ) PN ) /9 NAIVWN DN INNYA XID AND 191 ,0°N0N NMNN2
NYOONN DXNKN NONN PRY DINNN NMNN INNRNI PIN PINA 1IN AN D) .JPYINN IPOY 1T PRY NON NN
19 PUINA OYYIN YITHIDANINNVIWYY 7RI MAN MINOXN PN NN O NRIPIN T NPYONIY ININND
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i- Summary of stages in the Two Worlds

oby  |[ody
Nan (DD
»
no,?f;"_f A NN IN NONN OTP .1
(NP *57) (2397 RON TY) NN NN
a
mns .5 ) AL
27 NN .2
VNN NN~ ’ [RRARDY
AN 7 NN .4 3 NVNN
: npiplaly L INNON
D/ D/
©nnan DOPITNY g).?w — TR on
MHWIN %

1. Adam HaRishon before the xvn would have gone straight into rmownn M. We again
reached this level after »»© 91 Tyn when wnin Sv XN NP9 but we lost it again with the
23y RON.

2. After the nvn we were at the same level as after the Sxyn nvon. Now, to correct this
situation, there is:
3. Death which leads to a separation of the body and the soul:

The body goes into the ground where it rots, becomes a part of the dust, and
thereby purifies itself, allowing it to be reconstituted in a pure form later.

The soul goes to the Y1y Y/nwin ooy where it continues to grow until it can be
reunited with the body.

4. At the beginning of mwnn M, there is the first o>nnn n»nn, which is for the ©pP>1N so
that they can experience the Messianic Era.

5. mwnn M, which now really comprises two stages of growth — returning to the level of
NWNIN 01X before the Xvn, and then going on to the level of NYwnn M’ proper.

6. At the end of mwnn M, there will be a H)y1n 70 0y which will lead into the final stage
of onnn n»nn. Had the first Man and Woman not sinned, there would still have been a stage
equivalent to o>nnN M»NN, even though there would not have been NP1, ©XNNN N»NN in
turn is divided into many stages.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: I- SUMMARY OF STAGES IN THE TWO WORLDS - II-THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT

i - This World and the Next — Overview

According to Judaism, world history is divided into many phases. The two primary
divisions comprise the history of the world from the beginning of the creation of the First
Man until the Messianic Era, which we call This World, and the history of the world after the
Messianic Era. The Messianic Era itself, is strictly a part of this world, though it forms an
intermediary between This World and The Next. The former can be considered the means',
and the latter the ends’. These two divisions, This World and The Next, have two
environments, each of which is perfectly tailored for the goals of that stage’. Both are a
function of G-d’s desire to give to man in the most perfect way possible*. In both worlds, the
nnw is there to purify the body’. Since we are currently in the first environment, we call this
“the This World” (or just ‘this world’), and we call the second environment ‘the Coming
World’ or ‘the Next World’®, even though the Next World already exists.

This world is a world of choice and effort, created by the 0»a 9non of n7apn’. Hence,
this world is known as nTayn o>w. However, at a certain point, we move from this type of

2 NOINY AT 190 ¥ AN K7 ,0TA D71V X7 AN DTRA RN D790 DRY $(X"9) nnw' n'7'on’
.071VN 0T 1A12'Y 701 NN NN DIYW ARXIN NI'R X'NY DY 7D L0 i naiwn D 7D nnea

2 |n the morning davening (ji'x7 xa1), n'wnn nin' is included as a part of xan n41y:
NN D71VN 'N71 N'wNn DMt Y Nd2121 D210 WA AR NOTAL, AT D71V Y'PIN MUY L i) e

® However, we will see later that these two environments are simply reflections of how much
D19 NXn there is at that stage.

* See below where we explain that both worlds rose out of the fact that G-d’s perfect
goodness led Him to give the maximum possible good to man. This World is necessary so
that man not be merely a passive recipient of good, but an active creator of good. The Next
World was necessary so that we be as close to G-d as possible with respect to all His other
middos.

AR PN AR DY TV )2 79 AT DIV 1912 IK 2T 127 Nwn Nnkav (M 9T) NN Dyt ano®
(" NnIAN NYT) wnn 092 0wy 175N INY7R1001 1913 7Y INnw) v

NYITRAL NIRDN 1'7V0 1207 nnwl7 WL Nnnonn v Jivni 02 gian nan T'nva nny D 1 qT vl
NN 100WY

T'02"0 X"n T NT°
However, we will see later on, that at a deeper level, both these environments are really
more superficial and deeper perspectives of the same thing.

390N NIX 73 YwNa NN nyT’
The n19 wnon is created in two ways:

i-Limiting the Soul Inside of Man: The nwn 71T explains that, since the Nnwy of man is
much closer to nianin than the qa, therefore it is much more energetic. (It is much closer to
the source of all life and energy.) Given free reign, the soul will always take over the body,
completely control it, and drag it up to the highest point, which the body can go. However,
then there would be no choice and no ntn n%71v. G-d therefore chains the soul to a corner, so
to speak, not allowing it full expression in this world. This gives the body a chance to express
itself as well, giving man a balance between spirituality and physicality. However, it also
11 of 136



SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:1I- THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT

relating to G-d, to a world where there is no choice, where all we experience is spirituality.
Since our starting point to experience this spirituality is the spiritual level we achieve in this
world, Xan o9y is called Dmyn oYy, the World of reward. The own 797 sums this up as
follows:

S T-N ) P9, N PYN N TNT

DOYUYNWYIY MNOYN PYND DTND TIVSNN N3N MOTNYND D12 MOV INY 712N 1210 I 0NN
TANY NTIAYN POT TANR DMIBT WY PPN 1D 9Y DINYI NXIY INNINT MM HMNOY P MY ThYN
119Y 9OWN D1ap v

1 DN Y DMYIVN DXPNM DIPNN NN DY NAN O DTN DY NINDIVN MW INIQ) 1D DY DINN)
99VN 9127 93219 IR DN DN Y DXPNM DIPHNN NAN DIV MYTHVNN 19T DD DTND NNV
N

The Sages describe the World to Come as follows:

2139WN P10 DN DIPYRIL DIPMNLY DAV DIPITE NIX 7PNV NDIIN 1T PN NI DYIWN

Although the Rambam was of the opinion that xan o5y refers to the spiritual world
the soul enters after the death of the body”, the majority opinion is that xan o9 refers to a
new stage of this world which follows the final resurrection®. Therefore, people will exist in

means that, whenever a person looks deeply into himself, he will find that he is essentially
spiritual.

i-Hiding His face outside of Man: G-d is below the surface in this world. He is not readily
seen unless we actively look for Him. This is known as n19 "non.

Klipos - 019 "non results in a strengthening of nxniv. nxkniv expresses itself in the nioy,
or shells which surround the nnwi. However, in n'wnin nin' and onwards, the no'7y will also
be in a state of nwiTy:

N977N ... D7V M NNAYNYD 7aX ... AINND N97pn AN NN NNl N n7Ikan v mxn 7'nnn
OIN K71 qUN 70 INWALEIRD NDWNNA R TR ,NNAL D970 NI ... DWITR NANTA2 XD DA NN
DI 'WNN K71 'RN XD DA NN, TA7 DNRAan TIo n97n NiFna 7a

X2 ,T 719 ,NIAXK RN'RTIID"NR NKINN NIX A'Wn? X' DIYTRYAN Mo
['77107 01ONW T2 VITTINDA JAXY [PNN KAN D7IYN 1192 WITTN9Y7 NAIT ATA D71VN IR A7y' 2N

NININY XN T (T 9T) NN nwA Y"Mnnn Yw naon |2

WD PRI g3 K72 T2 DTN NIWD1 KX N'IAL 912 [ 'R XAn D71VA 270 nawn an n'e®
N7X NI9117 D'NAN NYNAN 'RY NIRY M7 DN ' AT WIRD DT 2T TR v v W'y il
(7720 197 NnTEN) NIMN DY 2" TR DN DYNN NI D"annw N2 7ax Al 7271 nimen?
[MNXRN 27N NTY QWIN 1I'RY IR KX

* Passages that seem to contradict the concept of the resurrection:

In the words of the prophets, there are passages which seem to indicate the impossibility of
resurrecting the dead. Among them are:

T,T 2I'N
Nn'N'N N2a NIN' DX
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: 1I- THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT - III- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD

Nan 09 with both body and soul'. Since the body was involved in achieving the s, it
therefore must be involved with the Reward:

21972 995 99w NOPN 17PN PRI NP X9 90Y QN 7PIPW 1210 N9 %3 : (1 9T) ND 'O MNan Nyt

As we will explain in greater detail later, the nnw) will then purify the body'.

0 ,TaIN
N7V RY IRY T D Y7 Y D

X' ,N9 0'70N
N70 ITI* MI' 0'R9Y DX K79 NYYN D'NN7N

07 ,ny 0'70N
2w X777 NN

What is the meaning of these and similar passages? The Rambam explains that in general,
the prophets spoke in terms of the natural, known order of the world. Accordingly, they
spoke of human beings dying, never to return. However, this does not contradict miraculous
events, such as the resurrection, which are mentioned elsewhere:

T,0'NNN NUNN NAK ,0"anN

AININ NIR'YAN Y20 D901 DA DINK DNI90N [IW71 D'RIIN NIATY MIYRIN N7XYUN NIvNd NNl
oyn T700 NNMXI DT DT7IN1 DNNDTIEDYN Y792 NIAPI 12ANNN KN NIR'YAN NINT Y0 YIT1 VTN
vYN PN 172" 7AX..INIM INXR NIY QNN RIND WRD QY'Y Y0 0 'RIE.RINN WIRD NIN'Y TV yn
"I2I NITION 7R AW TY VYN

722 Nin' oxX" (T, T QIK) NNIR 2 WI5N 'R D7D 0NN 071090 1IN XINN 2V 921 YA TWN INT
INX' 12OV K7N 12 Y111 72K yaoa 0T 'R "D D7 Xxi nta y7on " (U,0 aTa) nNnx IR "nnn
.D'M9INN N X' DX D' N'NN D ,N91N2 XINN Y70n N 0

R' Saadyah Gaon explains that these passages are only an indication of man's inability to
rise from the dead on his own. nwin, however, is certainly able to resurrect the dead.

2,'V"wn 1nxn NIyT NRmx ,2"on

VYTI* RINI DT 11797 7790w DN RN DNNN DX NIFNNY 710 K120 'KY 178 DT 0FT'ONN NAID 'R
IN INXY X D'PZN'7M INYLINE AR INTAY AINX DTRD D710 ¥R IR D2 DNAD XX 7 2v 70 Kinw
"I21 IM7 TNT IX IMWN NIYNnY

N W'D MK L NIYTE DMK 2"’
TNX 7019 DN D TN U9INI qian 7y wavinl 72man

My n'o ,72Man v |"ann
D7IVN RINEN"APNT7 DN 72 DN XINY 270 'Y KINEW9IAI1 91a0 77100 DY KN D'NAN DPNN
WO 11D 9IaN QIY' QY XN

W1 N"T X "TNI0 N0 T |3|2

[0 12 'Y D''TXY MDY I 'MYNY 2"NYnY NIvnYnni NMYNN NdI0'RI0S 7V [UIYSN IR Nl
12'27 2"1 1'on NWNY N0 WK 'on WK TRW 7D T N0IWD n7ap DI 91a K72 QWON 'R DWW
NINN TN NTIY DWW D7 N0 NYTN DI DNMID0Q DRIXAN 7D 1AND |21 NIMXN 1901 7'T 1Yo
VI9'721 "' v a7 DY DWY7 Nann TR DT ) nvn v nant 191 e 7y woll 1dw 0y
ow "V 'IDI N7yn
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iiti -  The Purpose of This World

We explained above that the purpose of creation was that G-d, being perfectly good, wanted

to share that goodness with others®, “a perfect act of altruism and love™.

(T 97 N /D) MNIn nyT
*2>onY X1 20N PINN

In His desire not only to give, but to give as perfect as possible’, G-d created the world in
such a way, that we could get as close to Him as possible’. Getting close to G-d is the greatest
possible pleasure which man could possibly experience:

: N9 DY NOOON
9910 DYTN PDYM OTNINRD INYNN INTY NIV PIN NN N DY NYNND NON NI NY OTND
NSNNY DY DINTPYN

This required that G-d create a two stage process, This World and The Next:

: DY DMV NHPON

YD AT N VD 92T NOIVNNN 1IONA NI NI 1D ,NIN ONYN NIN NNNXL D NOYN DIPND)
YT NN DD : (T MAN) NDI2D DNHIDT YINIRY NN NI .D9WN DT XIN,NT NIN 1IN HN YN
NaN DD N9 NTHID

For, had G-d simply created man as spiritual as possible to begin with, man would be
very far from G-d in one respect: G-d would be an active bestower of good, whereas man

A9 RPN T 2"nnn!

D712 N'NNN INKR KIN NIEAEN7YNRY 1170TY DWN 727 AT 10T MARD 720 AT 0T waw 97 mnl
2102 NN NI AT 7Y pMIE MY T Y 0™ 912 NI INNYIAL 19122 12 NI DTRDT WTNN'WY
NINN

M7IT7 2'007 "N 1¥ON X A R T T

3 R. Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought, 3:4
2 NN 1TIYTI9 0N 1N 7w DA |y
172{7'w D'RINQY7 TWORY 210N NN 210N INIFNA ... 210 N¥7 2'0N M2 17 790" X7 0 'TNT

2102 MYITY NN INIFNA XX 20N I¥ON 7ONO' X7 ,MMKRN 20N W'D 1ITA7 XN MM 0w 7T °
MMNNI D7UN 210N RINY ,INYY T¥N UM XINY XY XINN

S¥N IARN'I AN XIN NN DTN WY DIT'oNn TI0Y :XIN DY DN NY'onn 7w Xnn (1w’
NNINY NN NIAL.I'N MY 7D 70V KIN WK D2 1Nnani 1020 D'Y'Y )NIX AR M7y imain nn 0N
MMMKRN ARYNN INTY MDY 't NRNYE'D 7Y 2uNn X7 X121 X7 DTRAY ,XIN ND12%7 DANOT 11'dN
X1210 NN D ,NAN D71V NID NNRQ DT [ITYR DIl .R¥nnY? 0'70'Y 0imyn on man imyni
NANRY NN KINE.D71IV0 DT KID DT 1¥9N TINA 78 VAR "D 0Tn X .0Th 12T7 Nd1uXAn ndna

N2N D71VN 192 ITTN9Y NNIT Atn 07vn (T NIAR) N7 Danor
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:11I- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD

would be a passive recipient of good'. G-d would be a giver, and man would be a taker,
getting his reward as a handout like charity to a pauper. Man would be far away from G-d on
this vital point’.

In order to overcome this, G-d had to create man in such a way that he, man, could be
an active creator of goodness in his own right’, a giver and not a taker, someone who earns
his reward*. Or put differently, the creation had to be structured in such a way that man could
earn his reward’. Man is therefore created a certain distance away from G-d, and given the
choice to do good or evil®. For this person, evil had to be created in a special act by G-d’. By
choosing to do good, i.e. by choosing to do G-d’s Will, man creates good in his own right,
thereby imitating G-d also in this respect®. G-d creates an environment which is perfect for
this, M0 ©9y.  Once man has acquired this trait of being a “creator” of good, he is now
ready to leave this environment and enter a second environment, one perfect for getting close
to all of G-d’s other attributes.

m YN'o XINN 210N 752,12 NININ 'Y IR ,07W 2100 DYWL IMNON DNTA DRI QAR T 1Tr1
PN T2 2100 17 DIPN'Y M X71L,INNYA 210N NP'Y

2 |t is important to understand that not everything a person gets in the World to Come is
acquired in This World. Only the one (though vital) attribute of being a creator of good is
acquired through This World. Even without This World, though, we would have been close to
G-d with respect to all His other attributes.
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® Such imitation of G-d is perforce imperfect, but this is as far as a created being can go:
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“Although some may stray through their own choice, this is the price that must be paid so

that the reward for those who choose good will be maximized” (R. Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook

of Jewish Thought, pg. 26)

15 of 136



SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:11I- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD

So G-d delays His great desire to give to man as much as possible, because this way
He can give to man even more. Even man’s pure nnw), prior to going into the body, is no
better than a Txn, taking its enjoyment of the n»>wn »t as a handout'. “G-d has this
enormous love for His creations; He just wants to shower them with good. But, He restrains
Himself; He forces Himself to not shower them with all the good He can now, so that He will
be able to give them a greater good later. He could give us more pleasure than we can
possibly imagine right now. But, if He were to do that, it would not be the most enjoyable
level of pleasure possible, which is earned pleasure. Because of this, G-d puts Himself in the
strange position of waiting for us to do His will, so that He, in turn, can exercise His will,
which is to do good for us”.”

09 999N

In short man needed two things:
a-Moral and spiritual autonomy;
b-A (seemingly balanced) choice between good and evil.

To effect this, G-d ‘limited Himself (D18ny), He created an ‘empty space’ in which He
could create a world in which He would be so limited*. This allowed not only the “space’ for
a creation, but also the possibility of hiding Himself to various degrees (99 9non), a factor
vital to our freedom of choice. He then proceeded to create beings ‘in His image’ with
qualities that were similar to His own, i.e., the ability to create and destroy.

The mechanism which G-d uses to create choice in this world, is ©»9 9non, a hiding
of His Face. mn oYy is a state of 09 1non, while xan o9 is a state of ©%9 nINA’. (There
are actually many degrees of "non and 029 nxN.) When there is 029 9non, it is hard to see
that everything ultimately reflects G-d’s unique Oneness; things seem to be material, having
independent existence, each one with its own identity’. This applies to our body as well
(though not to our soul)’. In reality, G-d is only hidden, not absent, and it is this which allows
us to use the very materials which seem so distant from G-d to actually get close to Him'.

X112 DMYN — D'RIIN IRY 29 KX 'R Y7 NTY D0 DXV NINYIN NN NoR 9T NN Ny
NN DTN QT TR ,NT'NAN DAY NI TR 97 [NTY DK 77 .00'NA1 NTIAY DY DAY 'KY 197 ,ant
[n¥ya

2 Penina Raice, Moreshet, 1998

® It is important to note that the nixny, or the empty space that He created is what allows Him
to be so limited. Outside of this space, He is not so limited. So, despite the fact that we do
have some control over Him, and can weaken Him, that is only within the context of our
world. If we do not do His will, and thereby do not allow Him to do good for us, the world
would self-destruct. (This is what is meant by the midrash which says that if Bnei Yisroel had
not accepted the Torah, the world would revert to 1nin.)

* The Aryeh Kaplan Reader, Paradoxes, pg. 133
1900 73 1K NN NV T
D'INN 12 D'X¥NIN 71, JIWNI NN KD DA ,IDINA KN WK DR TR T T8

ADVI 'XAR 9lal — NITI N'72W NNYIN DAY ,0D90 YN 2N DTRN... QAR T 1177
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: IlI- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD - IV- MAN

From the time of the Moshiach, begins successive degrees of y1n» »9%. At that stage
we will see that all of history contributed to that revelation of His Oneness and that, even
when and where He seemed hidden, G-d was in fact completely behind all that happened and
existed.

iy - Man

In order to allow man to become a creator of good, G-d needed to endow man with
considerable spiritual strength with which he can control his own actions and the world
around him. On the other hand, in order to maintain the choice to make this good his own
achievement, he had to have a self-dimension which was quite removed from the spiritual.
Hence man is a mysterious synthesis of body and soul. But man’s body is not there just to
equalize things out and to give him choice. The only way that man can really influence with
this world and sanctify it, is if the soul makes a partnership with the body”.

Man’s body and soul are integrated such that our consciousness about ourselves
combines both these elements. But these two components, body and soul, are not each mono-
dimensional. G-d created man is such a way that he has within him the full range of material
and spiritual gradations that exist in the world around him. For this reason man is called the
wpn o9y while the world outside of man is called the Sy1n o9y, Man is called a world
because he truly is a parallel of the )y1n 05y we see outside of ourselves. The Man has five
levels of soul’. Each one of these exists at a level of one of the worlds or universes described
above’. (Two of these levels of soul are so elevated that they cannot be contained by the
body and are therefore connected to but above the body.) Therefore man’s spirituality truly
extends through all of reality”.

If we were to make a graph of the 510 oYy (see below), we would be able to place
each created being at a specific point on the graph. Minerals and earth would be low down,
then plants, then animals. High up would be different kinds of ©9x51n such as ©99v 079X
and w1pn nvn. The instinct would be to place man in the middle, above the animals but

"I NIN7UN TIX A'WN 19130 7OV INXY ININD NN 21 ... DTRA ... T TR T T

nONY DNTY TV NINYIVYA WRY DN 'R DTN 7¢ (") NNwa NN L,woIn ' '9 X W 0NN wol?
NYYNN 071vn 9122 wa7nn? N1dn DX ntwyn 07 [7N7 D .7"10 DTRD qiaa

("TOT) NN AN NN NN w1’

7w ndIMan n1'naw and (7' '9) DWI NAWINI NN LWOIN 7w 12007 N - 10 '9 X YW DUNN W91 'Y
(n* '9) owI NMwal NNY yam p1 nNn 9w (ANd) Nafyn N1'NaN 7Y NIMon nwya (Nnn) nnwin
17w NNWIN 772 DA9] 12'X ,XVIN DTRNYOW 2ND

* Thus the wo exists at a level of nwynin 71y, the nin at a level of nx'n oY1y, the nnwa at a
level of nxan 071y, the n'n at a level of ni7'¥xn n%71v. The nT'n' exists at a level above these
four levels, a level known as InTjpn DTX.

AIYWN TION "0 TR NJI DIV TA1 AIToNn 1AW '019 N 7OW DTRN YD AT "D X W Dtnn woa®
11"'N D710 910 TV D71YN N DTRN NNIPY DY ININY DY n"anal 'y nim7ivni nindn 773 9w nnip
nm<iyn '
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:V- MAN COMPLETES THE WORLD

below the angels. But this is a mistake. According to what we have been saying, man is not a
point on the graph. Man is a line, as long as the entire graph of S0 oow.

9130 09y— The World yopn ovy— Man
N
MNNN OO N
N3N ODW NN
NN OOy N
NYYNn oY ()]

v-  Man Completes the World

When G-d created the world, He created it incomplete and imperfect'. He then gave
man the power and the mandate to be able to complete the world which G-d had begun. Man
was given the job to finish creating the world, to bring the world to its perfect state’. By
doing so, man becomes a partner with G-d in the creation”.

He then proceeded to give us all the details necessary to finish, or perfect the world®.
He gave us the Torah, which teaches us the mmsn, which affect the perfection of the world
(09 1pn), and He gave us the spiritual power that comes as a result of doing those nmsn°.
So, He has allowed us to earn our reward, in the truest sense and to thereby have an unusually
intimate relationship with G-d®.

What emerges is that, while in this world, man is able not only to make himself holy
and thereby prepare himself for the world to come, but, he is able to sanctify the world

" This is known from one of the names of G-d, Sha-dai, which means, the One who told the
world to stop. Our Rabbis explain that He did not let the world reach the ultimate state of
perfection, but rather stopped it in the middle, and left it to man to do n72wv jipn.
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around him as well'. Hence, he is able to translate the environment of this world into the
environment of the next. Stated in this way, the world to come is not simply the reward of
this world”. It is reward only in the sense that the starting point in the next world is predicated
upon the achievements in this world.

When we do G-d’s Will by sanctifying the world around us, we actually ‘make place’
for G-d in the world®. G-d set up This World in such a way that His Will is to respond to our
actions, rather to initiate. Although “He wants a dwelling place in the lower worlds”, He
leaves this to us to create. We do this through every act of holiness we perform. By choosing
to do what He asks of us, we are ‘allowing’” Him to be with us. This is the greatest type of
giving possible. Of course, He does not need this. But He wills it to be so.

One example (and the most literal way) in which we do this is by the building of the
Temple. Despite the fact that He gave us the blueprints, exact details of how to build it for
Him, we are nevertheless giving to Him in the way that He willed it to be so, as we are the
ones who build it.

Within this home that we have built for Him, we are capable of further giving back to
Him, again through prescribed methods. When He describes and details the sacrifices we are
to bring, He says, “for a pleasant smell before Me”. He tells us (because without Him telling
us explicitly, we would have no basis for such knowledge), what will give Him pleasure. He
enables us to give back to Him".

vi-  The Extent of Man’s Power as G-d’s Partner in the Creation

a.

The Structure of the World

In order to appreciate the full glory of man and what he does in the world, we have to
briefly explain the structure of the world. The material world we see around us is only a small
part of the total structure of the world. Above this nwynn oY%y’, are another three worlds6,

' All men, Jews and non-Jews, are capable of using the physical world as an instrument for
their own spirituality. However, there is another level, which can only be achieved through
the Torah. This is the level of sanctifying the spiritual, nimwan wTpm. When a Jew uses the
physical world, he not only affects himself, but he affects the world he uses as well. Thereby,
he is able to n21vn |j7nn, to sanctify the world and to connect it back to G-d. This is the main
difference between a Jew and a non-Jew:

"o T o - v EIn T
X71 19'01' X7 NIMXN NWYN X M7V ORNAN D D 2" TRn 0N 7R e on'wyna 07INI
...MNON IX W"N' 117221 NNNAN NIR'YAD 1YY

2 |n fact, we did not use the word reward in our explanation at all.

® What we are really doing is revealing His presence which was always there, albeit in a
more hidden form.

* Selections of the above paragraphs are taken from Penina Raice, Moreshet essay, 1998
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INIX

® These worlds are in turn divided each into 10 Sefiros.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: V- MAN COMPLETES THE WORLD - VI- THE EXTENT OF MAN’S
POWER AS G-D’S PARTNER IN CREATION-VII-THIS WORLD

and above that there are other huge expanses of spirituality'. These worlds, 09,031 D9y
NN2N and MY 8NN oY are parallels of each other (as they are of nwynn o5y). Each one
replicates the other at a higher spiritual level and level of completeness®. They are also linked
so that generally an effect in one of these worlds will transmit that effect to the worlds above
and below it. The 051, the ©r1515 and other forces and beings, each exists at a certain
level, i.e. in a certain world. Their primary role is to transmit forces from a higher world to
lower ones.

In general, the world might be affected by G-d manifesting His will at a very high
level which then ‘chains down’ (5wonwn) through all the worlds until it reaches the oYy
nwynn. Or it may work in the opposite direction. Man may do something in nwynn oYY
which then affects all the worlds above Him. This structure is vital for man to be able to take
his place as the center of the creation. It explains how man, though he may seem like an
insignificant speck in the cosmos, is really its primary mover and shaker.

Man Completes the World

Above (a) we showed that there are many parallel and linked worlds, one more
spiritual than the other. When we talk of man’s power to affect holiness in this world, we
need to understand that this includes all of these worlds®. Man’s actions, even the smallest
gestures, turn out to have cosmic implications’. Man can relate to all of the cosmos and to
elevate it because there is something inside of him which is the parallel to all that is outside
of himself’.

The world has 3 primary dimensions: time, space and the spiritual, i.e. man’s soul.
Each on of these is in parallel to the other. Each has its core holiness radiating out. Thus
man’s heart, for example, is the equivalent in soul to the Holy of Holies in the Temple in the
dimension of time®. But it is in fact man’s spirituality, that whole world of the yopn o5y, that
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sustains the other two dimensions'. This is because the soul of man ultimately reaches higher
than these worlds®, and is therefore closer to the Source of spiritual energy. Every action and
word’, in fact every thought of man*, impacts on all of these worlds.

Once man is informed that this is the extent of his power, he has a responsibility to
actualize this potential and will be held accountable if he does not’.

vii -  This World

All of world history (in this world) can be understood as an attempt to reach the
Messianic Era:

The Neshama in This World
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

Prior to the Nnw) being put into the 91, the Ny was no different to any other created being —
a complete taker of own’s goodness' with all the shame that implies”. However, after being
placed in the body, it can now become an active force for good®. In this way, man® shares
with G-d the task of bringing the world to completion, becoming His partner in creation”.
This partnership facilitates a type of intimacy with G-d which is a source of great joy®.

The fact that the nnwy combines with the 9 in an integrated being is a 899, which we
do not fully understand’. The integration of the nnw3 with the 3 requires that the expression
of the Nnw1 be limited in this world, as we will explain in the section below.

b. Freedom of Choice

Choice in this world is a function of two things:

I -The capacity of the human being to choose

IT -The ©%»5 9nvn of N”7apn which creates an environment where evil has the appearance
of being a real alternative to goodness. The nnw is so powerful, that even under such
circumstances, it would naturally take over the body and energize it with pure
spirituality. Therefore, as a part of the ©»9 9non, Nn”apn limits the operation of the soul
in this world®.

III — G-d willed that there be an aspect of Creation which we would call the Psolet, or left
over of creation. It is this which

X102 DN — D'RIAN INWD KYNK 'R R [NTY D10 DXV NINWIN N1 Nop 9T NN Ny
.N7'N2I NTIAY DY 0ONY7 'RY D7 1ane

np7TXN '7J|7Y] NVl ‘oY Niinn ]'l.\J'I'2

X122 K71 ,|0¥Y2 NIM7N DN AT 72T TR, 2NN DAY [N TR 97 DT ANK 21 :0W DRI YT
Nan

(ow) o'pTén nen?

2"TIRY N2, D'ONIYY DAWNY D7 T¥N 7R N"2 X120 770 71T TR NNd 'RANT DY DRI DT
(Mmxa w'y) .nnr mww — (NN DX) NNXR "My (D X"N NI

7'M 270 N7 NIn TN NTL,N7YA7 NWRD N"aEna 02 Na7 YR 101D L,710'1) NaNI DY NRIAN NYT
7' 770 N vy "y 74 y 6
(¢"v) wrY NNINIENNNRY NN [K7X Wi Inn X7] NN 1t 0anafl] ..., inxy 0721vn

MW 1272 NN 12T NYIRERNPA DTRD NN WY AN DY XYony :X"o 910 N"Ik X"'nA’
71DX7 NDMIXY NI'R NNWIN NNY DTN RO WY — NIYYT7 X911 :XRMAN 1T Xamn Inf7R naNal
N D1 NT7ITA RO AT N AN DRXE INNWI AN oMt 'NOIRCT IR AR DX D"9VUR qian NIX

0IAN DX NAWIN WINNY TN DANT N"apn K7X IR 12'R Q10w Nnwa? nooN

[V qUN' K79 [DIXA ,NNIT NOYANI NND Tn2unl ,ANIK WA "an' M1 2 'o A" X'n 1 T
s

22 of 136



SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

Although animals can also choose, they can only make petty choices, such as discreet
decisions whether to sleep or hunt, turn left or right, attack or purr'. Only a human being can
exercise choice between the inner essence of something and its outer superficiality”. This
choice}operates at different levels for different people, called by Rav Dessler, the threshold of
choice’.

In pwpn > , although we will still maintain our capacity to choose (and therefore to
choose evil), there will no longer be D3 Inon. Since we will seen things clearly®, evil will
no longer appear as a reality for us and we will no longer have a y1n 7%>°. Therefore, our
natural instinct will be to choose good:

ND... Y2V DNY 2102 NPNIAN AN NOWHN NI :TA20 IN PPN T D! 17T (1 D ©2T) 1729
MNIN NYYN YAV NYY DIN XON DTN P

In xan 05 (and mnwin ovy), although we will no longer have choice, nevertheless we will
still continue to grow. However, we will still continue to grow, getting ever closer to the 1211
o2y Yv forever. There is a significant difference between growth as a result of choice, and
“choiceless” growth. Growth from choice can be revolutionary in nature, leading to dramatic
changes in an instant. Choiceless growth, however, begins with an immediate purification of
the body by the soul®, after which it can only be evolutionary’, following very definite
spiritual (scientific) laws, which n”apn determined for the World to Come.

Five levels of the Neshama-Guf relationship:

The Ramchal describes the soul as a result of being created through 'm 9 nINn,
whereas the body is a result of being created through 'n> 9 9non. The various stages of
history can then be described as stages of the nnw) getting increasingly powerful relative to
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the body'. The mman ny7 describes five such levels,” from This World until well after
oXNNN NYNN’:

The time of nTay during the 6 thousand years: The body is in control, be it directed
towards sanctity or profanity.

WaWN qONN: a preparation for oy wypn: All body faculties are present, but not
necessarily operative.

il - »pwn qoNn: Limited control of the body with respect to some details -
NN 92PY TN DIV DY Td NNWID 590,502 G0N M 12 TF M OV INDM 0NN VITN

2NN OYN

1v - DNOWIN 9NN YV NIDN MYVIAND I-Y TOVUN NYAPI DYYY 7Y -OWYNN 9HIN: Some
expression of the body proportionately limiting the mn>>w of the nnwa.
V- YPYYN QIN—IY MNYYA TN YN DHWI 9 INDD INKD LDNYIND 29030 VA 9N

nmwn: No control exerted by the body at all — total completion of the nnw) and total
control of the body by the nnw).

This process then continues forever:

The First Man and Woman before the Xvon — Mashiach by Shabbos:

Before the xon, the NMPHRWA of NWNAN DR was like our 1M today”. His spirituality
was so concentrated that he and mn were able to achieve through one M, i.e. NTayo, and
one negative My, i.e. NMwY, all that was needed for the 2pn of this world’. Although there

' (and for the environment of the soul to become increasingly compatible and in harmony

with it)
19 97 23 n'al © — vy 912

n%1Ya "7y %W NI [0 NAMNNN NATAN A YINY 0w aNow 9T 21 9% TI9 270 v nary®
NY7UN NNR NN

RY .NNY 17 AWK NIMNNN Y DIRVN DT [IYRIN DTR 7Y NIM9IA D 'RANI P 9T NRian nyT
D'XN INIXY 10D D 'DI VAR A P TV DNN D'wynn 7Y DIT7Inal Nt R 179 nrnnn aiwni
21" n'n ,N2unn A DX 1Y NIMNNN ™M W 0 ,nny 7Y nimnnd KN TR Y 1Y nimeany

M9V%7 19un 0'9ynn 02T P D LTR 7Y NIMNNN Y Ny

(R ™ WX INT) PRI NNy NTaY? a2 Rt D0 2 w0 "N A7Ikan Jnkn 2'nn°
(To 2 N'wKRND) 2Nd :ANd JWNNA 07IR A NYYN K7 NHXN 178 — D7 ,nwy NN 198 — nTayy
N'UKXIL) O8N K7 Y1210 TN yynl 'MINKRY 10D L]0 [7N7 NYY NIXA RINEL,7ORN 79X a0 Yy 70
7V NIRLVANY NNYT77IRN IR L. YY DN T Y NIRLAND R NTAYIY YNYn 'l YN X7 RIn (T2

JDORN NG Lo nyTh Yyn T

The Ramchal then proceeds to explain why the order is first the positive mitzvah and then

the negative mitzvah, whereas it says for us 210 nwyi yan 110. Similarly at Sinai, the order is

first the positive, ynwal nwyi. The Ramchal explains that at Adam HaRishon’s level, when

the nxniv and the nwiTp were already separated, what was needed was for the first man to
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was the possibility of Xon even before the xvN of YWWKIN OTN, XVN did not exist as a tangible
reality. Before the Nvn, man identified himself with the good and saw the yan 9% as
something outside of himself'. Good and evil existed in two opposing and separate domains”.

Choosing good would have been the more natural of the two choices between good and evil’.
The Nefesh Hachaim compares the choice of doing evil at this time with the choice of our
putting our hand in fire today*. We are certainly capable of choosing to put our hand in the
fire, but we would be mad to make such a choice. However, after the xvn, the 90 and the
wTp were now mixed’. Man began to identify his “I” with his Yetzer Hara, whereas he saw
goodness as something outside of himself, an ought or ethical imperative to aspire to°.

Had the First Man and Woman not done what they did, their mmw) would have
purified their bodies in continuing successive stages’, until the soul would have completely
purified the body®. They would have brought in the Messianic Era by Shabbos (5 hours
later)’. The First Man would have been the Mashiach, there would have been no 97yawn®

achieve the necessary positive level of nwiTp (nT2Y%7) and then to maintain it (nnw?). (This
was a similar level to Sinai.) However, after the xun, when we now have a situation where
the nwiTi is mixed with the nxniv, we need to first separate ourselves from the nxnio ( 110
yn) and then engage in the nwiTp (10 nwy).

5"NX Y1 NWYILL,DTRA YA A K7 7000 van vl ' nzikan mxn Ly nnn’
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INXY DTRN N2 XN DTN NI ANOAN IXNNY NNY RINY 17D X7 ,NIN9Y YINdn X127 wNin XN
138 'y 2"n 1n"xn andn i

NN DT A9EN 21,779 1T 1T ARNIVAT NYITEN NPT D RY D 2" A7IKan nKn L2'nnn?
.N1N2YN X7 DY DYIN P10 D NIYAY DT N X7 IR ,PATN? NNIRNENYITN

MY YAVIN PV ... [NOND [0 XYY 17 771 N n7NN2 D @0 'o A% KN T T
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JIUXIN DTX KON MNNN "N 1n*7xn anon °
As a mashal, let us consider someone on diet, where a piece of cake becomes the forbidden
food. Before the xun, the person would have said, “/ don’t want the cake” although there is
something outside of me telling me that | ought to have it. After the xon, the person would
say, “/ want the cake, even though | know that | shouldn’t be eating it.”
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and the Messianic Era would have taken place in Y1y y» rather than in SN XN'. All of the
rest of mankind would have been born into the Messianic Era. All of mankind would have
comprised the concept x> 995°. There would have been no distinction between Jew and
non-Jew.

Prior to the sin, all of the Neshamos to ever exist were concentrated in the first man
and women and when he sinned they were all effected’. In addition, prior to the sin, man’s
physicality was as spiritual as our spirituality is today — his spirituality was much more
spiritual in turn®. Had he continued to grow, his physicality in turn would have reached the
level of the spirituality that he started out with, and so on.

However, after the Xvn it meant that n>wn had to be reached in a much more difficult,
two stage process:
i-First we have to get back to the level of 078 and min before the NOR’;
ii-Only then can we get to the level of the Messianic Era’.

But the w3 was no longer powerful enough to purify the body as much as the body needed’.
This, in turn, prevented the nnwy from fully expressing itself®. Therefore, death was now

v’

71 .07 X101 7KW 799 KN UKD 7awaT TR 19D 9 awim sy nir it 752
.071y2 (V27 [AIRY 2 — NIYO 1Y) WITN 1D TN X7 101 7Y awinn

,LNYITEN 192V 72 017D 1AW TNK Y01 X121 ,0TRN DX N X1awd D VT T :Ng 1Yo 0NN 1IX 8
I'N D'MIAD 11NN IXRX'Y 721,12 D7D I'NY NINWYAN 7D 1N29] DAD1 XVNWDI

. NN 17 AWK NIMNNA W A0 KON 0TI A"NTR 7@ NI D RINI Ay 9T nnan nyT
1"77v7 17'vn D'7ynn 0NQTH 2 D L,TR 7Y NIMNMN Y N7 7000 ,n%nn 0 ox 17w nimsnnfi

® Although | have written that we have to return to the level of xonn DI lwx N DX prior to
the Messianic Era, in practice we may go into the early stages of the Messianic Era first and
only then be |7nn the xon, before going on to higher levels of the Messianic Era.

n'o g0 oy "1 T°
However, the destruction of the world, necessitated by the sin, occurs only at the end of the
Messianic Era. (Therefore, it would seem that the stage of Adam HaRishon before the Chet
is achieved only much later, just before Techiyas HaMeisim. (Michtav MeEliyahu, Chelek
Dalet, Daf 151, Derech HaSh-m, ibid.))
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necessitated to purify the body', and to allow the nnws to express itself fully in mmw) 09y, a
process paralleled in the macro world®.

The max

The beginning of the Ppn of the ywxIN OTX NVN began with »ax onyan. He
succeeded in re-creating a separate domain for nwyTp from the NxMIL, at least within his own
personage. But the nv17p domain he created was still weak, and the nxm still very strong.
This process of separation and strengthening the nvy1p continued with pny> and apy> on the
one hand, and the separation of YNynw> and wy on the other’. The end of this purification
process was D180 NNOY?,

0 90 1Iyn

After the Xvn, there were many attempts to correct the impurity caused by it. One of
them, in fact was completely successful, »»© 91 1oyn when we finally returned to the level of
NONN DTP PWNIN DTN, We were then in a position to go immediately into Eretz Yisroel®
and to bring in the Mashiach, who would have been Moshe Rabbeinu. However, this attempt
was destroyed by the Yayn xvn. Yavn VN had the same effect on us as did the xvn of DTN
MYwNXIN. On the one hand, this was a devastating end to the cumulative efforts that began with
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Avraham Avinu. Death was once more introduced into the scheme of things, necessitating
onnn nnn' (even for those who would be alive at the time of the resurrection?). On the
other hand, we were still better off than after the original xvn. For we now had the Torah,
which we have never lost’.

The Beis Hamikdash and Golus

No subsequent effort ever resolved the legacy of “wn nvon'. This may only be
resolved as an immediate precursor to the Messianic Era’. We came oh so close to total
purification during the period of Shlomo HaMelech, at the time of the first Temple®.

0,279 XN " TNT]

NNY?YN 78 y1an nnyn D700 X721 DTRN X7 17211 K79 My an' T N Ta LNt 7D Ta'm 0N
212V NN DN 0X' X7R U070 N2ON DAY 1'WOY DNY7 W'Y NIXD DT L NP7 Nixa Ty
Q1AN NIN'N7NN NN RXNY INR KX 91a0 J0T7 nnwin 721N X71...0TX7 nN'Mn 10T 70900 1avn
XINL NN TR NIM'Y DTRN 72V 7121 D 2WLND0TNI NNYaN 12 01DNI1 WTN |2 NI TN TRI TO9'I
"I21 O'NAN N'NN Y

2 Those who are alive during the time of the resurrection will also die and be immediately
resurrected, in order that they pass through this stage of destruction.

N7IN12 ,0Mp'vn NN L7 NN
DNIX I'N'I Y D NN DA NNN DT TNXK QYWY NINSDY 19Y7 NTN' IMM'Y )X 072 0NN DINAKNI
N'NN2 D77 0NN

niian nyT Y"'nnA?
nnwxy nini? did get broken, and there was a need for niw nini? which were not at
the same level as nniwk1 nini?, since the first ones were n'pi7x nwyn whereas the second
were prepared by 1121 nwn (i.e. the actual nini? not the words on them). Still, there were
many things we acquired from Sinai which remained with us. This included the original
revelation which authenticated the Divinity of the Torah as well as G-d’s speaking all of the
nnaTn 10 to man (Tnx N1aTa) which, although we did not understand it, did mean that at the
deepest levels of our nnwy there was a nn'wn of this W21 and all of the Torah which it
contained. The original Sinai experience also represented the transition to being able to be
nimwan wTpm, whereas prior to Sinai we could only use the world to effect ourselves but not
the world. (Pachad Yitzchak) (Put differently, prior to Sinai there was no such thing as a
nixn 7w x¥on — Avnei Nezer) And, although the original, Bris got weakened and had to be
strengthened with the Bris at Har Grizim and Har Eibal (Ramban), still, the essential
relationship that was forged between HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Klal Yisrael remained.
Therefore, we continue to celebrate nimwxa ninl? on niviaw as the day when the Torah was
given, even though we only celebrate nisio after the maon v returned after V19> nir (Gra).

ATN IX ONI LY NTI LI DNV X7 TV 22T ITAY VN NTYW NARNE:A"D n'7IKan nxn 2" N 4
121,027 XY K7 X 02N

® This would get us back to the level of Adam Harishon before the xun. (See 1" X"n T 7
n 'o q10). However, with respect to the necessity of death and all that entails, the legacy of
the xon will only be resolved once n'nnn n'nn will take place. (v 'o nw)
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However, we lost this level and fell so far that we have found ourselves, with one brief
respite (»3w 1>2), under the cultural control of exile civilizations'.

After Yyyn xvn until today

However, every day that goes by brings us closer not only in absolute time to the
Messianic era, but also in the state of completion necessary for this to happenz. Under the
surface history of events which are visible, there is a deeper, hidden history, G-d’s tying up of
all events in a fabric that will lead to revelation of His Unity in the Messianic Era’. This
process is occurring even during the darkest times of history’. The consensus of the
contemporary sages is that we are in a period immediately prior to the Messianic Era, called
NrownT 8napy’. This period represents the beginning of the transition from the world as we
know it to the Messianic era’.

Death and Olam HaNeshamos

TNTND P2 9y DIPION 7T AN : 12 MYNIA
DONNN NNND NN NN ODIYY NN : PN INY YA

Death itself was a result of the xon of PwxAN 01N/, for the MWy could no longer
purify the body as fully as it needs to without the body being first broken down and
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Below, we will make a comparison of our generation to that of xn'wnT Xnaj7y described in
2"Tn.
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reconstituted in a purer form'. However, exceptional people, like Chanoch and Eliyahu, were
able to reach xan oY spirituality without dying. In general, death for Tzadikim represents a
continuation rather than a disruption of growth” and the separation of their soul from their
body in the act of dying is a minimally painful process".
Should an individual die prior to the coming of the n>wn, then his body and soul
separate, a process which takes a year and a month in several stages®. His soul goes to D9y
mnwin also referred to as Gan Eden’, whereas his body rots in the ground®. It returns to
dust, its most elemental form7, in order to be reconstituted at a higher level. Death is therefore
beneficial for the body. It is also beneficial for the soul®, which can now catch up on all the
growth it lost on as a result of the Nvn of ZWwxAN 07x’. However, the starting point for this
new phase of growth will be the spiritual achievements of the person during nin oo™’
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This will last until ©>mnn m>nn when the two will be recombined. The soul will then
be the instrument for purifying the body'. This is the true reward”, when the soul itself will
finally reach its full potential both by doing what it was created to do and by turning from
being a taker of goodness to being a giver of goodness to the body’. As well, it will then fully
take over and control the body, purifying it to the maximum extent possible’. Both soul and
body will then continue to grow towards ultimate spirituality forever”.

Although mmnwy ody is essentially a place where the mnw) have an appropriate
environment until they can be recombine with their bodies, mnw 05y is not simply a resting
place for the mnw). Being that this is a purely spiritual environment, the nnw) is also able to
grow during this time®. (In fact, even in this world, the nnw» grows a little’.) The amount of
growth of the Npw) in MW 5 is in proportion to the amount of Torah and mnsn the
person did in this world. This in turn influences the degree to which the nnws can influence
the body when they recombine at Techiyas HaMesim®,

Not everyone experience death in the same way. There are differences not only in the act of
separation between body and soul, but also in their relationship afterwards. The Sages tell us
that Yaakov Avinu did not die. Since the verse says “2py> ) and not mm», the Sages

understand that:
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The nwn 1T (X' '0) explains another aspect of this growth. Since the soul’s true role is not
only to achieve completion, but also to purify the body, the soul suffers in this world. For
since the soul cannot do in this world what it was designed to do, it now runs below its own
potential, not doing fully what it was created to do. In addition, by not purifying the body, it
also remains attached to a body which is in turn attached to the impurities of the physical
world. This association, although it does not effect the essence of the soul, dirties it, so to
speak. This (external) blemish is removed during the stay of the nnw) in nmwi n7w.
However, the purer the Nnw) gets to ninwa 071y, the better its starting point for this process
of purification. Therefore, ninwi o721y gives the soul pleasure according to its achievements,
together with the body, in this world.
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This seems strange for the verses testify that Yaakov died, he was embalmed, the
entire Egyptian nation mourned for him for 70 days and he was then taken to the Cave of the
Patriarchs and buried there'. But the Sages have other sources to verify their claim®. Clearly,
in some sense he did not die. The Ramban® explains that when the Sages say that he did not
die, they mean that Yaakov Avinu reached the level where there was no contradiction
between his spiritual and physical selves. Yaakov’s body was a perfect levush for his soul.
The greatest reason for separation of the body and the soul after death, incompatibility
between the two, simply did not exist in Yaakov’s case. The Maharal explains that the Midos
which one achieves to perfection get passed on to future generations as a spiritual genetic
inheritance. Yaakov had taken the perfection of Avraham Avinu’s “right-sided” chesed and
Yitzchak Avinu’s “left-sided” gevurah and added a life-time of his own growth to create a
perfect combination and balance of the two®. Therefore, Yaakov could be sure that he would
live on in his children and grandchildren — that his spiritual achievement would be
permanent’.

There are other senses in which Yaakov Avinu did not die. He felt nothing of the
pangs of death®. More importantly, his body was at such a spiritual level, that his soul did not
need to separate from the body completely’. Normally the soul after death exists in the realm
of Olam Haneshamos, totally separate from the body. It is vital that the soul at this stage be in
an environment where it can continue to grow, in preparation for its recombining with the
body, during Techiyas Hamesim. But in rare cases, the body is so holy, that the soul is not
prevented from this growth by continued association with the body. Rebbe, Rav Yehida
HaNasi, was another example of this. After his death, he would continue to come and make
Kiddush for his family every Friday night®. And even though normally a dead person is
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exempt from doing the Mitzvos, Rebbe was considered still alive'. Yaakov, who had
inherited the great achievements of Avraham and Yitzchak, added his own to achieve this
rare degree of wholeness and holiness’.

With this holiness Yaakov Avinu remained alive with a soul surrounded by a body,
though not his original body which was buried. Similarly, when Rebbe appeared for Kiddush,
he did not do so in his original body. Rather, his soul was surrounded by something which
technically was physical, but was actually so spiritual that it had only the faintest outlines of
the physical’. In truth, anyone can achieve this level, though few have. The verse testifies —
mmn 8N NPTy — giving charity will save one from death — not physical death, but from
death as Yaakov Avinu did not die”.

viii - The Messianic Era

When a person dies, his soul goes to the mnw) o5y, and his body decomposes in the
ground. This precedes the Messianic Era. The Messianic Era itself is the last stage of this
world:
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Though people will no longer be rewarded for choosing good', people will continue to grow
in the Messianic era. The Messianic era therefore comprises the last stage of preparation
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VIII- THE MESSIANIC ERA

before Nan 09w’ The Messianic era will be exceptionally suited for maximum spiritual
growth, wisdom, knowledge and recognition of truth’. In particular, those who will rise in the
first resurrection, at the beginning of the Messianic Era, will be endowed with the answers to
all questions®.

Although people will still have the capacity to choose between good and evil’, people
will naturally choose to do good, and lose their desire to do evil®. People will understand truth
with clarity, without the need for miracles or other proofs of G-d and the Torah’, and their
hearts will naturally follow their minds®. There will be no distractions from dedicating one’s
life to spirituality’. Each Jew will be capable of understanding the truth by himself'’;
Mashiach will be needed only to teach non-Jews of how they should serve G-d. None of this
will happen immediately''. People will continue to grow, first to the stage of the First Man
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VIII- THE MESSIANIC ERA

before his transgression, and then to further heights'. They will remember all the Torah they
learn®,

The deeper purpose of the Messianic Era

The purpose of the Messianic era needs to be understood. It is no longer a world of
Avoda, and therefore we will lose the opportunity for acquiring further reward which we now
acquire through the challenges of choosing to serve G-d’. On, the other hand, nownn > is
not yet 1own oy*. It appears to be an intermediary between this world and the next’.

Nevertheless, great things will be achieved during this time. Firstly, we will continue
to do the mnxn. Although we will no longer have a Yetzer Hara, and doing the mnxn will
seem effortless, the My will never the less continue to purify us when we do them. We will
lose the reward of overcoming our Yetzer Hara, but we still gain from the intrinsic
purification process inherent in doing the nnxn. This will be the final purification before ooy
Nan®.

In addition, another vital component of perfection will be achieved. The purpose of
creation is not just the completion of the individual — V91 P’ Rather, it is the bringing of
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"In (] 97 2 NN®) nndn 'Nne N"7, and in (27 §T) nnIan nyT Ramchal explains that if the
purpose of the world had been exclusively to reward the righteous and punish the wicked,
then the cycle of people living and being rewarded and punished could have gone on
forever. There would be no need to bring this process to a conclusion by ending the order of
the world as we know it and entering into the Messianic era.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VIII- THE MESSIANIC ERA

the whole of creation, the entire history of man, to a state of holistic completion — )pn'
»5on. As long as some people are doing evil and only some are doing good, there exists a
terrible 7 990 in this world>. But when everyone will naturally do his will, n”7apn’s oneness
is revealed, the Kiddush Hash-m of ynin »2%. If there is one person on earth who does not
recognize G-d’s oneness as revealed in this world, Y10 19, then His oneness is still not yet
revealed’. We are therefore all dependent on each other to contribute our unique, individual
spiritual perfection to a symphony of mankind proclaiming the oneness of the Creator’. That
symphony is called nwnn nw, a time when we will engage in pure spirituality’ and we will
no longer be attracted by evil®. As a result of this spiritual clarity, this will be a time of
tremendous wisdom and insight’.
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But, it is ultimately G-d’s will that even the evil person benefit from His goodness. In ultimate
terms, G-d does not want the possibility that somebody can disobey Will, and deprive the
world of His maximum bestowal of goodness. Therefore, he also does not want the
punishment that goes with that negative choice. Punishment is, in ultimate terms, evil, and
needs, at some stage to come to an end. Everything has to ultimately to lead to a situation
where G-d can bestow good on everyone, even the Reshaim. Although the Reshaim will be
punished, that is only the means to get them to the end. Punishment then is not an objective
good: it is a means to an end. Because it is not objectively good, it does not have
permanence. It too, must ultimately destroyed. All of this requires that, at some stage, we
move into a higher plane of existence, where we are all maximally predisposed to receiving
G-d’s goodness.
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® This includes non-Jews as well:
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R.S.R. Hirsch: Israel's most cherished ideal is that of the universal brotherhood of mankind.
Almost every prayer we utter contains reference to the hastening of this end. (The 19
Letters, 15th letter.)
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Just as we all combine to contribute to a new spiritual reality to reveal G-d’ Oneness,
so, at an individual level, all of our good deeds, during all of our ©%515) combine to
contribute to a wholistic and unified spirituality'.

The Mashiach is the catalyst designated to ensure that mankind achieve this state. The
primary vehicle for that state will be the Jewish people’ and in particular, the righteous
amongst them. These are partners with G-d in bringing about the Messianic state”.

The Jewish people therefore have a special responsibility to hasten the Mashiach’s
coming, both by their own actions, and by helping non-Jews to recognize G-d’s oneness as
well.* (Then non-Jews will also recognize that their spirituality is dependent on and goes
through the Jewish people’.)
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They will attempt to show that they had always acted in a way which reflected this
recognition:
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does not need to teach the Jews, as it says:n'wn - |ndn jpITx 20: n'wnThey will be taught by
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nwnn M1 is only the first of many stages that come after it:
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See also SECTION TWO for more details of the Mashiach, nmownn nm> and Ikvesa
Demeshicha.

The Messianic Era in the Torah
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The Ramban, in his n9)»N 790, mentions several places in the Torah which talk about the
Geula:

From the verse: (T ©27) 0”2 751N 5, the Ramban sees a hint for the time of the
Geula. The whole of V5 D»a7, starting with PPN T NN own onwp), as well as the next
perek, 9, starting with 75y 82> »> oM, deals with the Geula.

Hashem will never forsake the Jewish people

Regardless of our spiritual level, own will never forsake the Jewish people. The Chofetz
Chaim proves this from the following pasuk in Shmuel (The Chofetz Chaim on Awaiting
Mashiach, Targum Press):
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The Ramban brings a fascinating proof to this principle.
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ix - Olam Haba and Techiyas HaMeisim

A beautiful parable explains the resurrection by comparing it to a butterfly: The
butterfly was once a caterpillar, a rather ugly, wormlike creature, crawling on a branch. It
then began to spin itself a cocoon until the caterpillar died and parts of it decayed. Eventually
a beautiful butterfly with wings bursts forth from the cocoon and flies gracefully in the air. So
too, our little bodies are like the wormlike creature, they are old and worn out and ready to
leave this world. But one day we will come forth in a new, beautiful, shining edition. “The
body will be transparent like glass and the Neshama will shine through the body. Those who
were like unimportant caterpillars-if they lived properly- will come forth and astonish

everyone”.1

N2 09 is a general name that is used to refer to the stages after mwnn N> and is
also sometimes used to refer to mmwin o5y. However, it properly refers to the stage from
o>nnn nNn onwards, which occurs after the syawn qon’. Belief in Techiyas HaMeisim is
one of the " nn »py »° and is the underlying idea of the second bracha of the Shmoneh
Esreh. Someone who does not believe in Techiyas HaMeisim does not get it".

' Miller, R” Avigdor. Rav Avigdor Miller Speaks. Pp. 139
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These eras in turn, are further divided into many sub-eras, and are known as the qoN
»swawn' until the >»Pwyn 998 when true NN begins®. Thus Xan Db is not a static situation.
A person will continue to grow through these eras and stages, acquiring greater heights of
spirituality as this situation unfolds®. However, unlike this world, a person will not be able to
actively choose to do good, thereby becoming a creator of good like G-d. The growth of a
person in X0 0y will be determined for the person, by the scientific’-spiritual laws which
will govern that situation.

N2N DY is a time when we can fully experience the cumulative spiritual joy of all our
mxn’, as well as the pain of our negative actions®. (See below, reward and punishment).
Although the Rambam argues, most meforshim agree that this time unfolds with both our
bodies and our souls together’. Although xan oY initially begins within the boundaries of
time, it eventually moves into dimensions which are above time. At this stage, there is no
more growth®, as growth implies movement through time. Once we reach this stage of true
nrny), we are able to experience all our spiritual achievements, which took a life-time,
(probably of many decades,) in any one instant’.

Nan 09 can be described as a D9 "%, a revelation of the “face” or oneness of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu as contrasted with mn 05y, which is a ©29 9non or a hiding of His

' The world is actually in a state of destruction for these thousand years. Chidush Haolam
begins in the eight thousand period of years. (Seen note 1 above)
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* Scientific in the sense that they follow clear rules
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:1X- OLAM HABA AND TECHIYAS HAMEISIM

oneness'. In Xan 09w, that oneness will be revealed not only to us, but through us. In fact, the
true p>18 will find that, at that time, he is a total ¥ for this type of revelation®.

Two Resurrections

During the time of the Mashiach, there will in fact be two separate resurrections of the dead.
A first resurrection will take place following the arrival of the Mashiach. However, only
people who were completely righteous during their lifetime will rise at that time’. This will
allow even those ©p>7¥ who have already died to experience the Messianic era®.

A second resurrection will take place at the end of the Messianic era, at a time that is
known as the D)y 70 0. At that time, all people, both good and evil, will rise. However,
the evil ones will be judged and punished.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:1X- OLAM HABA AND TECHIYAS HAMEISIM

Mechanics of the resurrection
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How can the soul reenter a body which has long since decomposed?
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The resurrected

After o>nnn n»nn, our bodies will become very spiritual. Our bodies will no longer
need food and water; they will be nourished from spiritual energy alone”. The level of our
bodies then will be similar to the levels of our souls now, while our souls will be higher still.
(However, Rav Saadiah Gaon, writes that the people who rise during the resurrection will
eat, drink, marry and procreate’.) We will be able to recognize our friends and family among
those who rise during the resurrection’. We will be free of illness’, and we will live forever®.
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C.

The Broader Perspective of the Resurrection
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Techiyas Hameisim is a time when everything reaches its tikun — becoming the perfect server
of man in reaching closeness to his Maker:
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At this time, the whole physical creation will join the spiritual world in a new unity:
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X - The One Thousand Year Destruction & The Reconstitution

of The World
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Prior to the resurrection, the world will undergo a cataclysmic change as it metamorphasizes
into its final state. For a period of one thousand years, the world will return to tohu u'vohu,
the same state which existed before the creation. At the end of this time, the world will be
remade in a new form, the permanent state of Xan 09w’
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This period of destruction is a transition from this world to the world to come”. It is
not intrinsic to G-d’s original plan for the world. Rather, it is a necessary purification,
required because of the xvn of nwxIn o7x’. Just like the death of every individual was
necessitated by the Xon of NWNIN DTN, so too is the destruction of the whole world®. Only
then will the nnw) be powerful enough to purify the body®. At that time, Techiyas HaMeisim
will comprise all elements of the world, to comprise a new nmow’.
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WORLD - XI- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

xi-  The Yom HaDin HaGadol, Reward and Punishment

a.

The Yom HaDin HaGadol

The Yom HaDin HaGadol is the transition into the period of ©mmn n»nn'. It takes
place after the entire six thousand years of nn o9y is completed®.
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It is only at this time that a person can be judged according to the full consequences of
his actions; for it is only with all of history complete, that the full interaction of someone’s
actions with the totality of events, those that preceded and those that came after, finally
becomes available’. Since at this time the world achieves mm5w, a person receives his
portion of all the mm>5w, which everyone now experiences in one form or another.
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According to this, a small action can sometimes have very large consequences, For
example, a person may smile at someone non-observant. This may be the first contact the
latter had with a religious person and may make them open to a process leading to his/her
ultimate Teshuva. After becoming a baal-tshuva, that person will bring up a Torah family,
which will in turn produce many Torah-observant generations involving many millions of
nixn. Some descendent may even become one of the great sages of the generation.
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Reshaim

An evil person can be defined as someone who did not contribute to the »595n Wpn
that led to this mmYw. Therefore, initially, he does not have the natural harmony with this
MmO to connect with it. Even after he finds himself in a totally spiritual environment, he
finds himself identified with that which he cannot now have, the material and sensual'. But
G-d has set up mechanisms where even he, in the end, will experience this mmn»ov. Initially
such a person experiences the pain of being distant from ultimate spirituality in an
environment where it is clear that there is nothing else’. Thus G-d does not punish this person
so much as this person automatically experiences the pain of his lack of spirituality’. But the
fact that G-d’s truth is revealed also through this situation, makes the rasha an instrument for
revealing G-d’s ways and allowing him to fill the void in his spirituality®. This is a zechus for
the rasha which will ultimately lead to him, too, being able to enjoy the ny»awn P’

Ultimately, G-d wants to give to all His created beings, including the ywA°, and will
look for ways of doing so’. wny, which is really just the natural consequence of a person
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The charata turns the person from a rasha who identified himself with the cheit, to someone
for whom the cheit is something detached from his essence. The birur makes it clear to the
person that that which attracted him to begin with has no reality whatsoever.
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denying G-d to give to him as He wishes, is a way in which G-d can ultimately get to give the
person as He originally desired'. For ultimately, nothing can stand in the way of G-d’s Will,
and it is His Will to do good to us’. Punishment, including Gehinom’, then, is simply a
temporary means to an end’, and is not an absolute good’. Serving only to facilitate G-d’s
eternal giving, it will ultimately disappear®.

Total reshaim, who may nevertheless have done some good, get their reward in this
world rather than the next. They cannot get their reward in Xan o9y because they have
absolutely no relationship with it’. However, this would only be if their good actions were
effortless or by rote. Reshaim who consciously exerted themselves to do good, to whatever
tiny degree®, would already, to that degree, have some relationship the World to Come’ and
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" Even in the case of a total Rasha, G-d is not nma 75 1>w nopn, and He will repay the
person any reward for any good he might have done in this world. Actually, G-d does not
want to pay him in this world rather than the next. However, Rav Dessler explains that, since
this person is simply not spiritual enough to connect with the spirituality of the World to
Come, such a person would not be able to receive such reward even if he were given it. G-d
therefore has no choice but to reward the person in this world.
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will continue to grow in the World to Come'. Even those Jewish reshaim whose actions
cannot be rewarded in the World to Come, get some portion in the World to Come by virtue
of their intrinsic spirituality” and naturally good qualities®. For, in the end, we all have a very
high, spiritual root level of our mmwy which does not participate in any transgression and
which, in fact, is always operating at a level of 27my. This is what is meant by the statement
N2 099 PN DN W Sxws 957

Still, the worst Reshaim are described as having no portion in the world to come?
While those who get m2 may be in this category, this is not clear’. However, even these
achieve some Nan ©Yw, by virtue of the impression of their souls (n1*w1) which attach to the
souls of the P> 1y’.
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c.

Reward is a Natural Outcome of the Person's Actions

Just as the “punishment” of Doy is really just an expression of their essential selves', so too
is the “reward” of the ©p»7x”. This is very different to our concept of ‘reward’. For example,
were a laborer to work a field, he would, at the end of the day, ask for his payment, his
reward. The owner of the field might them pay him in cash for his work. Now the work in the
field did not produce the cash, The work in the field produced an obligation which was now
paid in cash. But reward in the World to Come does not work in this way. There the reward is
intrinsic to and a natural outcome of the person’s actions. We are all walking around with our
Nan 09w inside of ourselves. However close we get to G-d in This World will automatically
dictate the amount of joy we will experience in the World to Come. For the joy is the
experience itself of the closeness to G-d”.

xii - Why is Olam Haba/Techiyas HaMesim not mentioned in the

Torah?
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: XI- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL., REWARD AND PUNISHMENT - XII- WHY IS OLAM
SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:X1I- WHY IS OLAM HABA/ TECHIYAS HAMEISIM NOT MENTIONED IN THE TORAH?

Although, many verses in the Torah refer to Techiyas HaMeisim', we only know this because
of a mesorah:*

If the reward of Nan ©Yw is the destiny of man's existence, why is the concept not mentioned
explicitly in the five books of the Torah itself?

The Maharal® gives several explanations for this:

i- Nevua cannot grasp that which is not a part of any “this worldly” reality"”.

1i-The Torah was given to us as a guide to completing this world, through our nmay in
this world. If the Torah would have defined our nTay as only reaching completion in
the next world, this would have meant that this world cannot be completed by our
Avoda, which is not true’.

iii-So that we would not think that the purpose of serving HaSh-m is in order to get
reward (although we will indeed be rewarded)®.

iv-Torah belief has an empirical base — the national testimony of the Exodus and the
Sinai events. This is what allows us to be so sure that we are right and they are
wrong. Had the Torah brought in 820 05, since it is a fundamental belief, our faith
would then be predicated on something which we can never, in this World, testify
about. Our claims would then be no different to those of other religions’.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:X1I- WHY IS OLAM HABA/ TECHIYAS HAMEISIM NOT MENTIONED IN THE TORAH?

2 OWWUNN ININND,MYT MNHN DI
H5UNVY 92T XN ODIVN DIV 2390 NNNN MAD SNYY 7292 1PINID NN DIV IYIN Y11 9N HIN
OV POV 191 YINADN NINN NINP NINAY D PHY 1IN

The Rambam answers that the people who lived during the time when the Torah was
given denied the existence of own, prophecy, and spirituality in general. When own revealed
the Torah to the Jewish people and publicized His laws to the world at large, own purposely
left out all mentions of spiritual reward and punishment and the resurrection of the dead to
ease acceptance of the prophets and the Torah. Once the truth of prophecy was ingrained into
the Jewish people, own did in fact reveal the idea through the prophets, as the proofs brought
above. (Note that according to the Rambam, the quote from Daniel is the single true proof.)'
Other explanations are also given®.
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CHAPTER ONE: DEFINITION AND PURPOSE

i -  Definition

Golus is not just the exiling of the Jews to the Diaspora, though that is a sure sign that
we are in Golus. But we were also in Golus under the Greeks, without any physical exile. The
Jewish nation is considered to be in Golus when it is subject to the pervasive values, culture
and ideals of the Golus civilization'.

But it is not just cultural influence which defines Golus. When we are in Golus, we
are locked into the same civilization energy as the Golus nation. 9% Nt op Ntwd. When we
use that energy for Torah and mnsn, there is less energy for the Golus civilization. And when
we do not use that civilization energy, we release it for usage by the Golus civilization. This
is why Golus Anti-Semitism is so much worse than other forms of Anti-Semitism. For the
Golus nation perceives, correctly, that there is a struggle which is either-or. As long as we are
thriving as a Jewish nation, we are using up the very energies which the Golus civilization
needs to draw on. We are depriving them of their civilization energy. In our relationship with
other non-Golus civilizations, there is, to a certain degree, place for both the Jews and the
other civilization. Each has its brocha and each has it role. But a Golus-civilization draws its
whole strength from the weakness of the Jews.

We will explain why this is so below.

ii-  Purpose of Golus

Golus is the consequence of a lowered spiritual level. This causes the Shechinah to go
into Golus, i.e. to be revealed in places where it is mixed with Nnx»© and therefore cannot
glow fully®. The physical and cultural Golus is an outward expression of this fact. Our
lowered spirituality leads to Golus HaShechina which in turn leads to our physical Golus or
the ruling, physically and spiritually, of the Golus nation over us. But Golus is not only a

' Therefore the Greeks are considered to have exiled us spiritually, in the sense that
Hellenistic culture rapidly took root on the very holy Israeli soil where Judaism ought to have
been strongest. This is why the Greeks are considered one of the exile nations. The Jews
were never in fact physically exiled by the Greeks. The Greeks conquered Israel but let the
Jews stay on the land. But the Greeks did, very consciously, impose their Hellenistic culture
on the Jews. And what was not done consciously, was done by osmosis and seepage,
similar to the way aspects of American culture and language can be found in every corner of
the globe today. Greek culture was so powerful, that about half of the Jewish population
became Hellenistic, a term which in the Jewish historic literature refers exclusively to Jews
who bought into the Greek culture. Thus the Greeks sapped Jewish civilization energy,
milking away reservoirs of the best of its youth, creeping insidiously into the head space of
anyone not alert enough to fully understand its dynamic.
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SECTION 2-CHAPTER 1:1I- PURPOSE OF GOLUS — III- GOLUS AND GEULA

consequence; in its abject impurity, it provides the opportunity for tikun. It is both the illness
and the medicine. For once the Shechina is in Golus, we have to go there to find the sparks of
spirituality, hidden in the midst of the nxmV. We do this by teaching the non-Jews about G-
d' and spirituality, by making converts, and by using the afflictions of Golus to purify
ourselves.

il - Golus and Geula

The Maharal explains that Golus is ultimately an unnatural phenomena, a breach of
the natural order of the world”>. It is not natural for the Jews to be dispersed® and it is not
natural for us to be subject to other nations. And, being unnatural, it is therefore destined to
end. Neither the Shechina nor the Jewish people belong in Golus. Golus defies the laws of
natural spirituality. Because of this, it has no permanence. Perforce the laws of spiritual
nature will prevail to end our exile. Geulah is no mere wish or hope. It is the intrinsic natural
forces of history which will drive the world to this resolution®. For only that which is natural
has continuity”.

The reason that Golus is possible to begin with, explains the Maharal, is because the
world is composed of both physical/material and spiritual components. These two
dimensions, the material and the spiritual, reflect mirror images of each other. The Jews, who
chose to attach themselves to core spiritual endeavors, are able to unify all forces. On the
other hand, their failure to do so leads to a dissipation of these forces into the fragmented
reality of the material. In the material world, things have their own identity, and separate
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SECTION 2-CHAPTER 1: I1I- GOLUS AND GEULA

themselves into different directions. The four Golus nations represent this reality'. In
practice, fragmentation, division and even divisiveness of some sort, even amongst the
Jewish people, is the natural state of this world”. Only in the Messianic era, when there is a
true revelation of G-d’s Oneness, is this fragmentation fully resolved.
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CHAPTER TWO: THE FOUR GALUYOS
I- Golus Anti-Semitism

The very existence of anti-Semitism cannot be explained by sociological explanations.

2T TPWYNIA - YN
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Anti-Semitism is rooted in a real recognition by the Gentiles of who the Jews are. In
their characteristic brevity the sages pointed this out by a play on words. »»©-Sinai, when we
became who we are, sounds the same as nNyw-hatred, i.e. anti-Semitism. This is because, at
the very moment when we received the Torah, our distinct moral and spiritual task contrasted
us forever from the nations of the world.

For example, the Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews was totally unjustified in terms of
material and political power. “It was a metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d's
...presence in history as revealed in the continued survival of Israel. ...The hiding G-d of
history was a repudiation of everything Nazi Germany stood for." (Eliezer Berkowitz, The
Hiding G-d of History). So too the Communists were much more anti-Jewish than anti-
Christian'.

And on Christian anti-Semitism: “How did the Christians historically explain the
miraculous survival of the Jew. Only two possibilities - or G-d's chosen people - which they
couldn't accept, or the work of the devil, which they proposed. A perverse recognition of
Jewish uniqueness." (Eliezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History) The normal rules of
history and sociology are not sufficient to explain this phenomenon. Only by understanding
the Choseness of the Jewish people and how that interfaces with the nations of the world can
we come to any understanding of this most harrowing and perplexing issue.

Here we must distinguish between the true anti-Semite as opposed to the person who
merely hates the Jew because he is different. The latter, if he is white and male for example,
will also hate blacks, women and all others who are different to him. The real anti-Semite, by
contrast, understands who the Jew is, that he is chosen, and that his strength lies in his
connection with G-d through the Torah. Hitler certainly understood this*; so did Haman,
Amalek and all those who pursued final solutions.

Our Sages tell us that our biggest problems come from the exile (Golus) civilizations.
As we explained above, an exile civilization is one which is locked into the same civilization
energy as the Jew so that, Yo 1y op Ntwa, when this one rises, this one falls’. When we the

' Even though their official policy was not to be Anti-Semitic at all.

2 Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews: Totally unjustified in terms of material and political power.
“It was a metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d's ...presence in history as revealed in
the continued survival of Israel. ...The hiding G-d of history was a repudiation of everything
Nazi Germany stood for." (Eliezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History)

3 In his book, "Civilization", Kenneth Clark defines an active civilization as one that seems to
produce a high level of energy, civilization energy, as | like to call it. Each civilization has its
59 of 136



SECTION 2-CHAPTER 2: 1 GOLUS ANTI-SEMITISM

Jews keep Torah and mnsn, we use up the available civilization energy and the exile nation
finds its energies sapped. When we do not keep the Torah, however, we release these
energies for the exile nation, and it is then able flourish at our expense.

The Maharal (7779 x> n¥) 9791) explains that there is no such thing as a mediocre
energy level for the Jews. Either, through our spiritual mastery, we are in the drivers seat,
controlling global resources, or down into the abyss we go, ruled and controlled by others'.
This has to do with the Jewish nation's great potential; when it goes unfulfilled, it is as if the
Jewish people have denied their own reality and therefore are subjugated to the lowliest of
nations. But this very subjugation is a sign of their potential greatness. The Maharal writes
that, when it goes unfulfilled, it is as if the Jewish people have denied their own reality and
therefore are subjugated to the lowliest of nations.

The Gemorrah in Kesuvos reports that the great Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai once saw
a maiden collecting barley from amidst the animal dung of the Arabs. Upon further esquire he
discovered that she was from one of the most prestigious, wealthy families of Jerusalem, now
reduced to total poverty. Upon learning this he exclaimed, "Happy are you, oh Israel. At the
time that you do the will of G-d, no nation is able to rule you; yet when you disobey His will,
you are handed over to the animals of the Gentiles®."

Here we learn of real anti-Semitism. The anti-Semite who runs down the street and
yells, "You dirty Jew" is not the problem of the Jews. The anti-Semite who understands what

own energy system which inevitably seems to run out. Civilizations seem to peek at a certain
point and then go into decline. As Mark Twain would have it:

"The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and
splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and Roman followed; and
made a vast noise, and they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their torch high
for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished."

Sometimes however, a nation seems to draw on the same civilization energy as the
Jews. They seem to be locked into the same energy system. This causes huge conflict, for
there is then not enough civilization energy to go around. If the Jews express themselves,
and develop their Torah civilization, the twin nation will find itself on the wane, their very
existence at stake. Should the Jews weaken, and the twinned civilization take up the slack,
the Jews will feel themselves totally dominated by this alternate civilization.
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In this respect, we are the inheritors of Adam, the first man. Of him it was said in
n'wx: 'l ot mam 1m that he would rule over the fish of the sea. But the Hebrew word
for "rule" is ambiguous; it can also mean to descend. In fact ruling and descending are
simply opposite poles of the same idea or force. Should he merit, man rules; should he not,
down he goes.
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SECTION 2-CHAPTER 2: 1 GOLUS ANTI-SEMITISM —1I - 4 EXILES

the Jew and his civilization is all about, and that he, the Gentile is in fundamental competition
with the Jew for limited spiritual resources, he is the one to be feared.

The Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews was totally unjustified in terms of material and
political power. Haman, the evil advisor to the king in the Purim story of Esther certainly
understood what the Jews were all about. All of these intuited or consciously knew that the
destruction of Judaism was an essential prerequisite to the full expression of their
Machiavellian dreams.

Real anti-Semitism, then is rooted in a real recognition of who the Jews are.

i - Four exiles

Historically, we have suffered five exiles: The Egyptian, the Babylonian, the Persian,
the Greek and the Roman. The Egyptian exile was the paradigm exile, just as the Egyptian
redemption is the paradigm redemption of the geula we will undergo when we go into the
messianic era at the end of history', as we now know it. This leaves four exiles’.

Yaakov Avinu dreamt about these four exiles® and Daniel prophesized about them, as
we will discuss later.

Why four? Four represents all directions (N, S, E & W) and reflects the maximum
atomization of reality away from the unifying force of spirituality®. Just as each direction is
unique, so each one of the Golus nations has its unique qualities”.

There are other civilizations as well. The two most notable left out of this
configuration are the nations of the east and their powerful religions of Buddhism, Shintoism,
Taoism, Confucianism and Hinduism. And there is the civilization of Islam. But these are not
considered Golus nations. For they are not mirror images of Jewish spirituality. They have
their own blessing and are not locked into the history of the Jewish people as the 4 exiles are.
The nations of the East, nmvp »a, received their blessing from the Avraham Avinu.
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SECTION 2-CHAPTER 2: 11 - 4 EXILES — 11T - JEWISH TEN IN THE HEH- THE OPPOSITE
OF THE DALED

Yishmael was directly blessed by G-d himself. However, numerous commentators have
stated that in the Messianic Era Yishmael will join Edom in a grand, anti-Semitic coalition'.
Rav Hutner dates the beginning of this coalition to the visit of the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem,
Haj Hamin El Husseini to Hitler during the 2" World War soon after which Hitler announced
his genocide plan.

iti - The Jewish Ten in the Heh — the opposite of the Daled

Four always represents the maximum deviation from the ideal. Spirituality, on the
other hand, is a unifying force, for it leads everything back to the One Creator. The force of
spirituality in this world is represented by the > in the N, which is the letter for this world. The

> is ten, which is a unity of one. It is the oneness that comes after the pluralities of two to
nine, combining them into a new unity”. (The holiness of the number seven lies in the fact
that they are half way between four and ten’.)

The Jews represent the force of unity in this world — the core spirituality of the »
which can draw the 7 into it. However, when we do not use our spiritual energies, they
dissipate and scatter. Fourness reigns. The Messianic Era represents the time when our »
force will be a unifying factor in the world*.

The Genesis story clearly states that language, G-d's utterances in fact, were the
vehicles through which His creative forces passed on their way to tangible reality’.

The Heh (n) and the Yud (>) stand out as encapsulating the entire reality of this world
and of the world to come respectively’. The Yud (°), the symbol for the world to come, is
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5 Avraham Avinu wrote a whole Kabbalistic work, N 190, (the Book of Formation,)
detailing the mechanics of this mysterious tool. Somewhere between G-d's creative will and
the world we see is the word - "And G-d said". The Hebrew word is therefore not just a
symbol for a thing. It is that thing at a higher level. If we were to spiritualize an object into
pure energy, at some level we would get the Hebrew word. For now, all we need to know is
that the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and the words they form, in some way mirror the
physical reality of the universe.
® pm7w i T -2 (T Inwer): which Chazal (Menachos :vd) translate: Using the name
n-1, G-d is the rock of the worlds — i.e. of this world and of the next. From another Pasuk, we
learn that it is the n which is used for the creation of this world:
2"7TN IWATI— YIRDI D'WN IR D'PI7K T NIYY DI DXIAN YIRNE D'NYD DTN 07X T - 2 N'WRI]

DX (N"27n 7w MY v "N nika ''n) N2 — 012N (VD NININA
So perforce it is the “” which must have been used to create xan n71v. (See the Gemorrah
and the Meharsha there. See also the Sifsei Chaim, Moadim Aleph, the bottom of pg. 30)
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ultimately conceived of as an infinite point in space, drawn out only so that it will be visible
to the eye. Numerically it is the tenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Ten is a new unit of one -
the first point at which the fragmentation of reality (which starts with the number two) is
reunified into a new and higher unit. This is the source of the next world; the resolution of all
our separate existences into a higher unit of combination, peace and wholeness.

The Heh (n) is combined of two letters. The larger part of the heh is really a dalet (1),
while the smaller part is actually a yud (°). The Yud, remember, is the symbol for the next
world. So it seems that something of the next world is already present in this world.

The dalet is the numerical value of four. (It is the fourth letter of the alphabet.) This is
the ultimate unit of fragmentation, and is always used in the Torah to express maximum
diversity'. Thus, for example, when the river in the Garden of Eden leaves the Garden into a
lower plain of the earth, it splits into four rivers. We are also told that there are four animals
that have only one of the two kosher symbols, they either chew the cud (three of the four) or
they have a split hoof (the pig) but do not have both. Of course there are plenty of other
animals which have both symbols of impurity, but these four begin all the directions in which
deviation from purity can go.

The physical shape of the dalet reinforces this idea. The dalet (7) is made up of two
vavs (1) which amounts to two straight lines going in all four directions of the earth, so to
speak. (Ultimately, all the letters of the alphabet can be broken up into Yuds and Vavs.)

This ultimate unit of fragmentation, the number four, first gets expressed in the
second verse of the Torah. The first two verses read as follows:

NIND NN DYPWN NN DPIYN NI PYNII-N
...DYIN 79 Y TYNY 1N NN NN NINM-

b-The earth was without form and empty, with darkness on the face of the depths ... (Trans.-
The Living Torah - Rabbi A. Kaplan)

The second verse is the result of the first verse. The consequences of G-d's creating a
heaven and an earth were that the earth was without form and empty, with darkness on the
face of the depths.

The sages point out that here too four things are mentioned. There is ym,
formlessness; there is Y02, emptiness or tangledness; there is darkness (7wn) and finally there
is the ©ynn, the depth or the turmoil.

Moreover, the Sages tell us that each one of these words reflects one of the exiles:

Y12 MY = "N
DI MY = M2
MM = JUn

DYINTYY = DONN

This is surprising. For how these words appear before any human was created.
However, the verse is telling that the very reality of the creation of the world leads to a
fragmentation of reality to the highest degree conceivable. This is reflected in a unit of four.
Each one of the four words describes a reality of highly enthropic, disordered or unformed
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matter: formlessness and tangledness, darkness and turmoil. (The darkness here is not simply
the lack of light, for light had yet to be created. It is in some sense an independent creation,
not just a negative reality. More accurately, it is an intrinsic result of the creation of the world
in the first place.)

Prior to the creation of the world there was only G-d: He was total reality. To create
the world G-d had to make the space inside of Himself, so to speak, to allow for the existence
of "an other". From then on some multiplicity was to be expressed. True, we are all ultimately
a part of that higher reality. But as long as we live on this earth, Jewish law demands that we
relate to ourselves as having some sort of independent identity, and that we relate to other
parts of this human and non-human universe in a multiple of different ways. We pray to G-d
and we say | and You, we do certain commandments like putting on Tefilin which we can
only do to ourselves; and others like charity which we can only do to others. We are required
to relate to different objects of the physical world in different ways: this one is a bread crumb
forbidden on Passover, this one is a synagogue with laws of sanctity. Blur this distinction and
psychological as well as spiritual health is immediately threatened.

We might summarize this aspect of the first two verses of creation by saying that in
the beginning G-d created something other than Himself. As a result of this there was a
multiplicity of realities, dependent on G-d for their existence, but appearing superficially as a
fragmented reality. This was expressed by all four, primary directions.

It has therefore always been a Judaic expectation that the basic number of forces in
this world is four, just as science holds today. (On these grounds, Judaism would reject the
idea of the hidden fifth force, and, if found, would be confident that one of the forces is
simply a reflection of one of the others.)

What also emerges is that if we take the four forces of the second verse and we take
them back up to the first verse, at the beginning of creation, they unite back into the original
creative force of the Almighty. In other words it has always been a Judaic expectation that if
you go back in time close enough to the beginning of creation, the four forces become one.
All of this is exactly what science has found'. But it is important to note that science has only
found this in a period which Judaism calls "the footsteps of Messiah, the immediate pre-

' There are four fundamental forces in the world which account for all of physical reality:
Gravity

Electromagnetism

The Strong Force which holds atoms together

The Weak Force - the main expression of which is radiation

For the last 40 or so years, scientists have been trying to combine these four forces into one.
This is the force which they believe existed at the beginning of the Big Bang (and which
could exist at very, very high temperatures today) and from which the four forces emerged
as the universe cooled off. This is considered the biggest challenge in physics today.

In the early 1970's the electromagnetic force was combined with the weak force to create
what is known as the electroweak force. Then, in 1973 the electroweak force was combined
with the strong force to create what was known as the Grand Unified Force or Grand Unified
Theory (GUT). What remains now is to combine the fourth force gravity, the force with the
other three forces. This is more difficult because gravity operates at a macro level, with the
other three forces which operate at a micro level.
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Messianic era". What we are alluding to is not just what science has found (a confirmation of
Judaism), but when science has found this. This too was a part of the Judaic expectation ."

' The saga of the dalet and the yud continues within the human being itself. The Sages tell
us that the human being is a microcosm of the world, the little world (olam hakatan) parallel
to the big world beyond the body (‘71Tan n21v). The epi-center of this world is that mystery of
life, the soul. Take away the soul and there is nothing but rotting flesh. The soul is compared
by the Sages to G-d, Himself. It is for the little world what G-d is to the big world. (Of course,
ultimately, G-d sustains the soul as well.)

The soul is the yud of the body. We have desires, we have relationships, we believe
in things - what do any of these things have to do with each other. How do they all relate to
the one me. The soul is the web which weaves all of the fragmented “me”s into one coherent
person. | am the same me as last year, and | am the same me on vacation and at work.
Alienation from the self is none other than insensitivity to the soul. Unless all is brought into
the epicenter, | am many mes. And when | look at myself, | find one me looking at another
me.

Sometimes alienation comes from a dalet let loose. On Sunday | sleep late and read
the papers, on Monday | go to work; Tuesday is the dentist and dinner out with the Jones's. |
am in such a trance of action that | do not trace the many “me”s back to the yud center. |
become superficial and cut off. Some of my superficiality is skin deep, | watch TV, eat
hamburgers and suntan; but some of it may be quite deep. | may read profound philosophy,
have meaningful relationships, be caring and alert to my wife and children. These are
certainly more significant than playing monopoly. But if they are not connected to the central
me they will remain detached, floating bits of non-me - all part of the syndrome.

In fact the human being can be seen as rather a set of concentric circles. Each circle
inwards is deeper, more spiritual than the previous circle. But what sustains all these circles
is a line of life-sustaining energy from the soul outwards. This is the extended yud. As we
have stated before, in essence the yud is a point, it occupies no space. But we write the yud
as a line, because we live in a world where we can only relate to things in relation to space
time correlates. So the line-yud stretches out, translating soul energy into moral rectitude,
determination, getting dressed. This is why Judaism regards every act as potentially holy -
trace it back to its roots and you get right back into the soul.

Sometimes a person is able to trace their yud-line quite far in, but they stop short of
the soul. This is the world of the psychopath. the psychopath is acutely alert to the nuances
of human speech and body language. He has a deep sense of the depth and often the
beauty of the world around him. | once sat with someone who had just had a psychopathic
breakdown in a dull and locked psychiatric ward - with madness all around us and | was
entertained to one of the most prosaic, aesthetic flow of insights that | have ever had. The
problem with the psychopath is that the yud-line never reaches its source. A creative genius
may emerge from all of this, indeed Van Gogh proved that this does happen, but profound
alienation remains. The psychopath fails to grasp the ultimate significance of things often
with the most disastrous of consequences.

Some gifted people are quite in touch with their yud line. For them everything is of
cosmic significance. It is tempting to treat these people as a little weird - mildly psychotic if
you like. And indeed, sometimes it takes a psychotic leap to get over to the next, innermost
circle -the soul-center housing the point of the yud. Often such people do have profound
challenges - addictions, intense feelings of claustrophobia, huge problems of moral
boundaries. The very ability to see spirituality everywhere makes moral borders fuzzy. These
yud-extenders are right - everything is indeed spiritually sustained - the bad and the good.
And there lies the problem.

For Judaism also believes in yud-extension. But it comes with a manual, the Torah,
that will beep us on negative spirituality and allow us through when we get it right. The fact
that something has spiritual power was never in and of itself any indication of its ethical and
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Now we can answer our original question, i.e. how the sages saw in the four crucial
words of the second verse of the Torah the idea of the four exiles. How could the sages see in
a verse which preceded the creation of Man a human, historical reality.

The key here is the four idea, the understanding that the creation of the world created
a new situation of fragmented reality. (The number four represents the maximum expression
of that potential for fragmentation - a fragmentation in all directions of reality, so to speak.)
We showed that this was an inevitable consequence of the creation to begin with. This
atomization of existence is not accidental, but was an inherent consequence of the creation
act itself, whereby G-d creates realities which, though dependent on Him, have their own
identities.

In the old Newtonian way of seeing things we might have said that each object exists
in time and space. No two objects can exist in the same space at the same time. They can
exist in the same time in different spaces or in the same space in different times, but were
they to exist in the some time in the same space, their identities would be completely fused.
(Although we know this way of looking at things not to reflect quantum realities, it is still the
way the we as humans perceive the world and therefore serves as a good analogy for what we
are saying.)

Here the Sages provide us with a new and powerful insight. The four idea of
fragmentation, they tell us, will express itself at every level of reality. At a level of forces we
will find four such forces; at a primitive, Greek level of categorizing matter, we will find four
basic elements of matter (air, earth, fire and water) and at a level of history we will find four
forces of exile.

The exiles were predictably four in number, because there are certain laws of human
history just as there are certain laws of nature. Historians have always searched for such laws,
and there have been great debates on issues such as whether history is cyclical or linear. The
historical law of exiles need not have been inevitable in its expression. There are numerous
historical scenarios which would have avoided the actualization of this idea. But the law itself
existed from the moment the world came into being.

Why should these forces of exile operate specifically on the Jews? Put differently,
why is the expression of these forces specifically an expression of anti-Semitism? Because
the Jews represent that force in the world which is capable of combining those four forces
into one force. In other words, the one force of the Jews can translate itself into the four
forces of the exile just as the original one force that existed at the time of the big bang
translated itself into the forces of electromagnetism, the strong and weak forces and gravity at
a later stage. The expression of the four exiles, in other words, is really the disintegration of
Jewish civilization energy into separate components. When Jews are doing the will of the

spiritual correctness. Evil is just as spiritually sustained as the good. The yud-line speaks to
all, or it speaks to none. Evil cannot simply invent its own source of energy. But nor does it
go right back to the yud source either. Evil takes the end of the yud -line, goes in a few
circles, and puts up its flag claiming a new independent territory. Great evil always comes
with great thoughts, with vision, ideology and drive.

When | first studied Marxism, | was fascinated by its great depth and sophistication. |
then did a more advanced course on Marxism and found that it was much deeper than | had
ever imagined. | studied further and realized that | hadn't understood the whole thing to
begin with. It was clear to me why so many of my professors were hugely attracted to leftist
ideology. They had mistaken depth for truth, theoretical consistency with spiritual perfection;
ideological vision with ethical rectification. Theirs was the truncated yud.
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Almighty, they harness all that is in the universe into one reality. Anti-Semitism is
automatically weakened because the civilization energy of the anti-Semite is fully absorbed
by the Jews. When Jews are not Torah observant, they fail to actualize their energy potential.
This is then dissipated and available for use elsewhere. The alternate expression of this
energy in turn imposes itself on the Jews. We become subject to the cultural and physical
dominance of the exile nation just as surely as we are all subject to the force of gravity after
the big bang.

The number four was the unit of fragmentation and that this number was intrinsic to
the creation of the world. This number already appears in the second verse of the Torah,
immediately after the first verse talks about the creation of the original world.

Those four things represent the four primary exiles which the Jews were to undergo.
The sages are very specific, they attach a particular word to each one of these exiles (Ynn
represents the Babylonian exile, for example), and yet the obvious must be put on the table.
We are talking about the first day of creation here; man and mankind was a creation of the
sixth day. How was there even the theoretical possibility of exile before man was yet on this
earth?

iv-  The 4" exile

The fourth and final exile is quantitatively and qualitatively different from the other
Galuyos. Quantitatively, it has no clear time to end, though there is an outer limit to how long
it can continue'. Qualitatively, it is much more powerful than any other Golus. This stands to
reason; for it is the last NxMWVN 972 before NwN comes. It is therefore as powerful as all the
other exiles combined if not more, incorporating all their strengths®. As such it is the deepest,
most sophisticated alternative to Judaism which has ever existed. It appears to come so close
to affirming G-d as the Creator and Guider of all things, as the source of all our values and
morality — but just then cuts off the final link to declare all this to be a function of man.
Science/secular humanism/universal rights.

There is indeed something quite spiritual about this exile civilization®, for it is
unwittingly a preparation for the Messianic era®.

So powerful and (anti-)spiritual is this exile, that there can be no human resolution to
its rule. Only through G-d Himself will this final exile be ended, and the Messianic era
brought in'.
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Europe, and its Western inheritors, was the fourth and final exile, the exile of Edom or
Esau. It was here that the final competition for civilization energy between the Jews and the
nations of the world was to take place. The difference between this clash and previous clashes
lies in the ambitions of Western civilization. Western man is committed to providing a total
paradigm and complete explanation for all aspects of reality. The Babylonians, the Persians
and the Greeks all had their areas of greatness. They wanted to rule, they were materially
acquisitive or, in the case of the Greeks, they wanted to dictate philosophical and intellectual
pursuits. In the areas through which they defined their own greatness, they would not broach
the cultural challenge provided by the Jews. Should the Jews decide to subjugate themselves
to the exile-civilization in these areas, that civilization was perfectly happy to let the Jews be
to do their own thing in other areas. The very concept of a total mastery of reality did not
occur to them.

Not so the Romans and those that came after them. One reason that the church
became an impediment to the development of science throughout the Dark Ages is just
because they claimed to control scientific reality along with everything else. Science was not
allowed to challenge them because all true knowledge of science was already a part of
Christian doctrine, or so they thought. Indeed, Western repositories of knowledge lay with the
monks and other clergy who alone were able to read and had access to libraries.

In our post-Renaissance day, it is easily seen that Western claims to expertise include
economics, sociology, psychology, biology, architecture, physics, philosophy and any other
sub-category of knowledge conceivable. Even the counter-cultural (politically correct) move
to pluralism, rampant on many campuses in the States today, is rooted in the idea that the
West is capable of studying, indeed representing all cultures within a small square mile of its
college buildings.

In the second verse of the Torah where there appear the four words relating to the four
exiles as we previously explained, the word relating to the fourth exile is ©ynn, the depths.
("And there was darkness on the face of the depths.") This word, ©ynn, means a type of open-
ended depth or abyss the bottom of which cannot clearly be seen. This means that we cannot
clearly see when this exile will end. All the other exiles had a clearly defined and relatively
short time span. Soon they lost their momentum and joined the ash heaps of history. Yet this
exile seems always to renew itself - it takes on national, religious, cultural, ideological and
even scientific forms of expression. But the underlying continuity is there.

As Jews we know this all too well. In this exile we have been to hell and back many
times over. Our own civilization energy has been seriously sapped and our attempts at easy
resolution, so trustworthy in previous exiles, continues to fail us.

Although, the Americans have taken over the mantle of Western leadership, until
World War II, the Germans were clearly in the saddle. The German genocide represents the
most obvious expression of the clear and total clash of two civilizations, Jewish and German,
at a time when there was every reason to believe that they were getting closer. Ironically, it
was just this closeness which brought them into such conflict. In the end Aryanism wanted to
replace the Jews as the Chosen nation of the world, the beacon of light from which ultimately
everyone was to benefit. This claim was made all the more credible by the great progress the
Germans had made in every field, cultural and scientific. German choseness was ultimately
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going to compete with G-d, Himself; it would show that G-d and the Jews is less than Aryan
godism on its own. The German bet that that was all or nothing. If they were wrong there was
no place at all for the Aryan idea. It was not simply a question of being victors or defeated in
a war.

The fact that the Germans found themselves so down and out post World War I, the
great depression of the thirties, the political realities of the German parties - all these factor
had their place. But as Daniel Jonah Goldhagen shows in his "Hitler's Willing Executioners"
the Holocaust was a result of a long-standing and ever growing anti-Semitism that existed
among the German population. It was the "ordinary” German, not just the SS officer who
was animated by the anti Semitism that was the driving force and near success of the
genocide idea.

The idea of the Jewish and Western civilization competing for the same civilization
energy is expressed somewhat mysteriously by Chazal as 2py> nx 8w wyw w11 naon. The
word halacha, used as an expression for definitive Jewish law, surely is out of place here. It is
certainly unprecedented as a usage in this way. Rather the word means that this is an intrinsic
reality. In other words even if Esau does not consciously show or even feel hatred toward
Jacob, there is a deeper underlying tension. It is a definitive reality defined by a deeper
spiritual realm known as halacha. Just as surely as Jewish law (halacha) which is a spiritual
reality ultimately dictates the realities of the physical realm as well, so this particular spiritual
reality, can be discerned in the world around us.

In the Bible book of Daniel, Daniel has a dream in which he sees four animals. These
four beasts are understood by Daniel to refer to the four exile civilizations. The description of
that dream is as follows (Daniel chap 7):

"In the first year of Belshazar, King of Babylon, Daniel dreamt a vision and had
visions of his head as he lay on his bed: then he wrote down the dream. Daniel spoke and
said, I saw in my vision by night, and behold the four Winds of the heaven stirred up from the
seas, diverse from one another. The first [representing Babylon] was like a lion, and had
eagle's wings: I beheld till its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the earth, and
made to stand off its two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And behold,
another beast [representing Persia], a second one, like a bear, and it raised up itself on one
side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth: and thus was said to it, Arise devour
much flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another [representing Greece], like a leopard, which
had upon the back of it four wings of a bird; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was
given to it."

All this Daniel sees in one coherent vision, one after the other. But here Daniel seems
to break off, repeating the fact that he saw visions of the night, before going onto the fourth
animal. This seems to imply that the fourth animal was different from the other three, far
more powerful and threatening, as indeed the description implies. Daniel continues:

"And this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast (the final Roman-
Edomite exile/civilization), dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great
iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet:"

This civilization, unlike previous ones would broach no competition - it's desire for
control over a total reality made it hugely destructive. There is ultimately a thin line between
total reality and total destructiveness.

“It was different from all the beasts that went before it; and it had ten horns. 1
considered the horns, and behold, another little horn appeared amongst them, before which
there of the first horns were plucked up by the roots:" Some understand the horns to represent
nations or civilizations. This new Roman civilization overcame three previous civilizations.
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"And behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great
things."

Certainly, the Greeks spoke great wisdom as well. However, this "horn” appeared to
be more comprehensive in its wisdom. Each one of the previous three animals represented
one particular human faculty; none of them are depicted as having speech. The fourth beast is
a speaking beast. The Maharal explains speech as the point at which an abstract,
spiritual/intellectual idea gets translated into physical sound through physical mechanisms of
mouth, pallet, tongue, larynx, etc. This ability to combine the spiritual with the physical is a
uniquely human faculty. By describing this fourth beast as a uniquely speaking beast, the
fourth exile-civilization is shown to have the capacity to get right down close to the essence
of the human condition. (Ner Mitzvah)

The rabbis of the midrash actually understand that this fourth beast was not only seen
in a separate vision, but was seen on a separate night as well. Rabbi Yochanan stated that this
was because it was equivalent to all the other exile civilizations combined; Reish Lakish
stated that it was in fact bigger and more powerful than the other civilizations combined.

The beauty of Daniel's prophetic imagery demands completion: "As I looked, thrones
were placed, and an old man sat, wearing a garment as white as snow, and with on his head
like pure wool: his throne was fiery flames; with wheels of burning fire; A fiery stream came
out in front of him: thousands upon thousands of servants served him; tens of thousands stood
before him: they sat in judgment and books were opened. I looked then because of the sound
of the great horn which spoke:"

This fourth exile-civilization had sub-cycles of the previous three civilizations within
it. It underwent a Babylonian stage, a Persian stage and finally, the stage which we are
currently experiencing, the Greek stage of this Roman-Edomite exile. (See Rav Yitzchak
Hutner.) This means that our current stage is one in which the most intellectual expressions of
this cycle would take place.

In fact the Maharal (Netzach Yisrael, chap 18) tells us that this civilization receives a
Shefa Elokis - a G-dly bestowal of heavenly blessing. This is an astonishing statement about
a civilization that has been the greatest challenge to Judaism since the giving of the Torah at
Sinai. True, the Maharal explains that this blessing is to facilitate the unwitting development
of the resources of the world to prepare it for the Messianic era. Similarly, Maimonides states
that the reason that G-d facilitated the expression of a Jesus and a Mohammed was to
introduce the Messiah idea into the nations of the world, the better to ensure a speedy
acceptance of the Messiah when he will in fact arrive. (Hilchos Melachim, Chap 10 in the
uncensored versions.)
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The 5vnn: This has to do with the Jewish nation's great potential; when it goes unfulfilled, it
is as if the Jewish people have denied their own reality and therefore are subjugated to the
lowliest of nations. But this very subjugation is a sign of their potential greatness. Therefore

the very existence of anti-Semitism cannot be explained by sociological explanations.
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In order to answer this, we need to understand that exile is not just a historical tragedy
whereby a foreign nation kicks the Jews out of its land. In fact, we regard the Greeks as
imposing one of the exiles. Yet the Greeks never physically exiled us. However, they did
exile us spiritually, in the sense that Hellenistic culture rapidly took root on the very holy
Israeli soil where Judaism ought to have been strongest. But there is more to the story than
this.

In his book, "Civilization", Kenneth Clark defines an active civilization as one that
seems to produce a high level of energy, civilization energy, as I like to call it. Each
civilization has its own energy system which inevitably seems to run out. Civilizations seem
to peek at a certain point and then go into decline. As Mark Twain would have it:

"The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and
splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and Roman followed; and
made a vast noise, and they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their torch high
for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished."

Sometimes however, a nation seems to draw on the same civilization energy as the
Jews. They seem to be locked into the same energy system. This causes huge conflict, for
there is then not enough civilization energy to go around. If the Jews express themselves, and
develop their Torah civilization, the twin nation will find itself on the wane, their very
existence at stake. Should the Jews weaken, and the twinned civilization take up the slack, the
Jews will feel themselves totally dominated by this alternate civilization.

Why this locking in to shared energy system happens we will explain a little later. For
now, let us point out that these twinned nations are called the exiles. The exile dynamic is
summarized quite succinctly by the Sages: "When this one rises that one falls."

The Maharal (17779 x> N¥) 9791) explains that there is no such thing as a mediocre
energy level for the Jews. Either we are in the drivers seat, controlling global resources, or
down into the abyss we go, ruled and controlled by others. In this respect, we are the
inheritors of Adam, the first man. Of him it was said in WNY2: M O NXT2 YT that he
would rule over the fish of the sea. But the Hebrew word for "rule" is ambiguous; it can also
mean to descend. In fact ruling and descending are simply opposite poles of the same idea or
force. Should he merit, man rules; should he not, down he goes.

This has to do with the Jewish nation's great potential; when it goes unfulfilled, it is as
if the Jewish people have denied their own reality and therefore are subjugated to the lowliest
of nations. But this very subjugation is a sign of their potential greatness.

A talmudic sage, the great Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai once saw a maiden collecting
barley from amidst the animal dung of the Arabs. Upon further inquire he discovered that
she was from one of the most prestigious, wealthy families of Jerusalem, now reduced to total
poverty. Upon learning this he exclaimed, "Happy are you, oh Israel, At the time that you do
the will of G-d, no nation is able to rule you; yet when you disobey His will, you are handed
over to the animals of the Gentiles." ()¢5 M¥Pa : ¥ M2IND)

Here we learn of real anti-Semitism. The anti-Semite who runs down the street and
yells, "You dirty Jew" is not the problem of the Jews. The anti-Semite who understands what
the Jew and his civilization is all about, and that he, the Gentile is in fundamental competition
with the Jew for limited spiritual resources, he is the one to be feared.

The Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews was totally unjustified in terms of material and
political power. "It was a metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d's ...presence in history
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as revealed in the continued survival of Israel....The hiding G-d of history was a repudiation
of everything Nazi Germany stood for." (Eliezer Berkowitz - The Hiding G-d of History)

The Communists, for all their claim that they opposed all religion, proved to be much
more anti-Jewish than anti Christian. Haman, the evil advisor to the king in the Purim story of
Esther certainly understood what the Jews were all about. All of these intuited or consciously
knew that the destruction of Judaism was an essential prerequisite to the full expression of
their Machiavellian dreams.

"How did the Christians historically explain the miraculous survival of the Jew. Only
two possibilities - or G-d’s chosen people - which they couldn't accept, or the work of the
devil, which they proposed. A perverse recognition of Jewish uniqueness." (Eliezer
Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History)

Real anti-Semitism, then is rooted in a real recognition of who the Jews are. In their
characteristic brevity the sages pointed this out by a play on words. »»©-Sinai, when we
became who we are, sounds the same as NnNyw-hatred, i.e. anti-Semitism.

And so the globe turned, a triple exile thrust of Babylonians, Persian and Greeks, each
confronting the Jew, each winning out for a time, and then disappearing over the horizon of
history. But the Jew somehow lived on. In Mark Twain's words,

"The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what heal ways was, exhibiting no
decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no
dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces
pass, but he remains.

What is the secret of his immortality?" (from Concerning the Jews).

What the non-Jew, Mark Twain, could only hint to rhetorically was attempted clear
articulation by the non-Jew Paul Johnson. He writes:

"They did not lose their identity in the emergent Dark Age communities - like
Romans and Hellenes, Gauls and Celts, or, indeed, like the millions of Diaspora Jews who
became Christians. Judaism and the Jewish remnant were preserved in the amber of the
Torah... The Jews survived because the period of intense introspection enabled their
intellectual leaders to enlarge the Torah into a system of moral theology of extraordinary
coherence, logical consistency and moral strength." (History of the Jews, pg. 149)

The secret of the Jews apparently is out; the source of our eternal energy stated in the
history texts of the Gentiles. Indeed the secret was never so secret after all. Christians,
Moslems, Haman of the Esther story all saw this gene of eternity and made it their business to
inherit the mantle of choseness. The formula was quite simple really: Coopt the Old
Testament, claim that the Jews did not fill their mandate, add a document or two for a claim
of uniqueness, and open the store. To be sure that the original Jewish claim does not make a
comeback, convert, exile, kill or assimilate the remnant. Leave a Jew in our back yard, Hitler
reasoned, and your Aryan dreams will ultimately fall apart. You can leave a Russia intact,
you can fail to take Britain - there is time for all of that. But history is ultimately about
clashes of civilizations, not wars, and all such clashes seemed ultimately to have gone the
way of that remarkable people.

"The Jew - is the symbol of eternity. ... He is the one who for so long had guarded the
prophetic message and transmitted it to all mankind. A people such as this ca never
disappear."

"The Jew is eternal. He is the embodiment of eternity."(Leo Tolstoy, What is the Jew?
quoted in The Final Resolution, pg. 189, printed in Jewish World periodical 1908)
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"Above all, that the Jews should still survive when all those other ancient peoples
were transmuted or vanished into the oubliettes of history, was wholly predictable. How
could it be otherwise? Providence decreed it and the Jews obeyed. “Paul Johnson, pg. 587)
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a.

The obligation to believe in the coming of the Mashiach
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The obligation to await the Mashiach, and to hope for his imminent
arrival
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The obligation to hope for the imminent arrival of the Mashiach is independent of our
knowledge of the details of his arrival, even those which seem to indicate a delay. This
principle is especially important for those of us delving into the subject.
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And since there is much argument regarding the exact details of the Mashiach’s arrival, this is
hardly blind faith.
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CHAPTER ONE: THE MASHIACH

1. Qualities of the Mashiach
a. Righteousness
b. Prophecy
c. Insight
d. King David’s Lineage
1.  What will the Mashiach do?
a. Gather the Jews into Israel
b. Rebuild the Beis Hamikdash
c. He will re-establish a Jewish Torah state
d. He will defeat the enemies of the Jewish people
e. He will re-establish the Sanhedrin
f. He will determine to which tribe every Jew belongs
g. The Mashiach will restore the practices of shmittah and yovel
h. The Mashiach will influence every nation to serve Hashem

iii.  Will the Mashiach perform miracles?
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CHAPTER ONE: THE MASHIACH
i- Qualities of the Mashiach

Righteousness

The Mashiach will be a normal human being, physiologically and otherwise, born of a
mother and father like all other men'. Yet, he will be someone who will work on himself until
he reaches great heights of righteousness, wisdom and spirituality”.
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Since the Mashiach will be a »>2), included in the character of the Mashiach will be the
qualities any person needs to attain prophecy.
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Prophecy

The Mashiach will be a great prophet®, but he will not be as great as Moshe Rabbeinu in his
level of nxyay’.
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C.

SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: I- QUALITIES OF THE MASHIACH

Insight

The Mashiach will also manifest a power known as Ty n . He will be able to understand
the essence of a person's soul, knowing his spiritual record and being able to judge whether
he is guilty or innocent'.

The Mashiach will attain his wisdom and nx)1) by himself, without the help of another

.. )
person, similar to Avraham Avinu”.

Mashiach's powers of nxy2) will only develop over time. It is possible that at first, he will not
be a N2 at all. However, the Mashiach will have the power of N7 P from the outset.
This was how we knew that Bar Kochba was not Mashiach®.

King David’s Lineage

The Moshiach will come from an unusual lineage and was shrouded in mystery from the time
that Rochel’s Bechor, Yosef and Leah’s fourth born Yehuda were destined to each produce a
Messianic figure, 901 12 Pwn and 77 12 mwn’. Judaism®. One of Moshiach’s descendents is
Ruth, a converted Moabitess. The Moabites and the Amonites are so spiritually alienated that
even if a male converts, he is not to marry a regular Jew®. Amon and Moav were sons of Lot,
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If )& PAmM only manifests itself over time, Bar Kochva should have claimed that he hadn't

developed the power yet. Therefore, we can conclude that he will manifest the power from
the outset.
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Of all these nations, the one that we suffered the most from was the 'n¥n. And yet the
law is most lenient in his case! Clearly then, these laws do not have to do with any sort of
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: I - QUALITIES OF THE MASHIACH

born of an incestuous relationship which his daughters tricked him into while drunk. There
was in fact great controversy about whether women were included or not, and one of the
Torah giants of King David’s time, openly attacked his lineage and the Sanhedrin had
forgotten the law and had to judge it anew. Ruth had married Boaz (under the strangest of
circumstances') after she had first married Machlon, according to some opinions as a Gentile
woman’, after the most unbecoming behavior on the part of Machlon’s father, the Gadol
Hador’. And this same Ruth was a direct descendent of none other then the evil Balak. Eglon,
Ruth’s father, was not much better than Balak.

(Not only Moab, but also Amon was included in the Messianic lineage. King
Solomon married Ty NNyy who in turn gave birth to oyann, King of Yehudah®, hence
the Gemorrah’s statement:
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Boaz and Ruth had Oved. “The holiness lodged in the seed of Lot, the holiness lodged

in the seed of Tamar and the holiness lodged in the seed of Judah joined that night to produce
the grandfather of David’.”

Oved, Ruth and Boaz’s son, had Yishai, who in turn had seven sons (prior to David)

before feeling that the doubt shrouding the legitimacy of his own ancestry from Ruth required
him to separate from his wife. He took a nnaw but one night his wife snuck in instead of the
nnow and David was born, shrouded in accusations that his mother had become pregnant
through an adulteress relationship. This was a repeat of David’s ancestor Yehudah and

revenge or similar such motive. Nor do the explanations given by the nnin about the 1y
and anin restrictions reflect the proportionality of their crime. In Jewish law, even a Jew who
fails to provide hospitality transgresses an nwy at most. o'miTx who are seen as intrinsic
haters of the Jews, (apy* nx v 1wyw nd7n), and who are the perpetrators of all the
pogroms, holocausts, crusades, etc. throughout European history, are given a more lenient
halachic status than those who didn't greet us with hospitality! Nor is there any law to restrict
any future nation that will commit any crime against us from converting. Therefore, the nain
is telling us that these nations developed certain, very serious spiritual defects, defects that
are a part of the spiritual, genetic endowments of the entire nation, and which, in some
cases, cannot be rectified.

The ( n">n ni¥n) J'nn 190 asks the obvious question. Can G-d have created a
human being who, as in the case of the 11> and the '77ny, have no purpose in this world
and are doomed to destruction? No, he answers. Things did not have to be this way. But the
collective commitment to evil by the entire nation over many generations ultimately led to this
tragic state of affairs.
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It was considered a Levirite marriage although Boaz was a relative, not the brother of

Ruth’s deceased husband. Ruth met him by going, at night, to lie at his feet.
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*Machlon’s mother was Naomi, a great-granddaughter of Nachshon ben Aminadav.

A'2'a0mn MaT LRI X ' T o x o

®Rabbi Scherman, Artscroll introduction to Ruth.
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Tamar', when Yehudah had actually thought that he was having relations with a harlot.
Yishai’s seven sons were so holy that many said that the purity of Yehuda and his
descendents were all invested in them, while the deep impurity of Moab had all gone to
David. (For a brilliant presentation of Ruth and David’s life around this issue, see The Book
of Our Heritage (nyTmn 790), Eliyahu Ki Tov under Sivan-Ruth and David, vol. 3°)

The question of why the Moshiach had such an unusual lineage is explained by the
Maharal as the redeeming of a holy spark which had been lodged in the Moabite nation since
its inception®. This spark was an expression of the great attribute of chesed which Lot had
acquired through association with his uncle, Avraham Avinu®. Lot and his descendents failed
to express this chesed and the trait remained dormant until m" brought this trait back into the
Jewish people. All geirim redeem the sparks of holiness contained in their people’. But some
sparks get purified even further, until they can actually be a part of the Moshiach’s lineage.
This holy spark, which is then introduced from outside of the Jewish people, is a part of what
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Yosef also produces an intriguing lineage. For the story of Yehuda and Tmar is immediately

followed by 07 9, which deals with Yosef's nisayon with 19'09 nwx. Here too, things are
confusing. Rashi (x j7109) writes:
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’Feldheim (Translated from Sefer Hatodaah by R. Nachman Bulman), vol I, pg. 109 and
on.

Just like the spark of Canaan was redeemed by Tamar. *
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In the Artscroll introduction to Rus, Rabbi Scherman brings the Ramchal in Megillas Sesarim
as follows: It is known to all who have given understanding that the soul of David was
clothed in the shell of Moab through Ruth. Concerning this too, Scripture says: Who could
withdraw purity from impurity. There were the intentions of the inscrutable wisdom of the
Creator in guiding His world to bring every act to its proper path. Every act of G-d travels
through byways, often in complex, crooked ones .... For such has occurred to all great souls
as they go among the ‘shells’ of impurity to capture and extract the good.
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: 1 - QUALITIES OF THE MASHIACH - 1I- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?

allows the Moshiach to break the continuity of history in the world as we know it and to
create a new order."

ii - What will the Mashiach do?
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Gather the Jews into Israel

The Mashiach will gather the Jewish people to Eretz Yisroel’ and rebuild its physical and

spiritual infrastructure. The Chofetz Chaim explains that the ingathering will be a quick
3

process’.
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% The Chofetz Chaim on Awaiting Mashiach, Targum Press
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b.

SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: II- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?

Rebuild the Beis Hamikdash

The rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash is a clear part of our vision for the Messianic
Era', for this represents the peak expression of holiness in the dimension of space. The Beis
Hamikdash also provides a perfect model and inspiration for each one of us of how to go
about the construction of man in such a way that the result will be the resting of G-d’s holy
presence within ourselves’. Along with this vision, the Beis HaMikdash provides the practical
means for purifying our minds and our bodies’. (This is also why YY1 was someone who
knew how to combine the letters in the same way as they had been used to create the world”.
For, by building the Mishkan, Yx5¥2 was, in fact, recreating the worlds.)

That this will happen is clearly stated by the prophets®. Some Rabbinic sources state
that the Mashiach and the Jewish people will rebuild the Beis HaMikdash’, while others
claim the Beis HaMikdash will fall from heaven, already built'.

X5 M'han N'a 702 0"ann and1 N'wnn |NT2 ND"Y MINAY NHXNN gplY] [1'2 XIn VIWOI !

"7 1WYI 1Y MW 0'MYS YW 'R 1IN NNQYPR 12 D12NENn DT P 7 N nivy vy nixn X
AWM

wII9N 1'R IRPTNT 2IMD XINY 9"YN NINANY_TNyn 12 21 .0D702 wII5Nn 115NNy n1aw 1A T
JRPTRR D'YAI9NN DT VNI NN7Y 112D 10102 KTV ' NAYWD Y N 'WIRIE RN

[PUNN "0 75T NI iR N3 MY 12T PRV ANDI DM MDY UTEN 7 1wy 71090 7¢ 101w9) 2
7722w WRAY 'wnnl Al 0710 9D RN WYY [101] ... ANt X X102y 071y ‘019 75 Ta1 01N
227) 2an oz D7D NXIN DTRAW D'NN WOIN 2NDI NI DAIWN DN PYnRN 7w D'o1on D Nt

2Tan D71V (NmY71vn

AN0Y 7N NYONA AN N0 AW DA VIART DI D"VI ... NI7IWON T %Y WY NIDIAN X 1N
D71V NWYNX ... 0" XINE A '8 D227 [7N'71 DTX 22 DIAwNn oY

YIXI DAY [N 1XYW NIFIR X7 P89¥2 A0 T X"y n npna?

® This is one explanation of why G-d says to Moses:
(9102 |"anM2 oW |y) NN 2 MIR 2 7R DY TMIKOPZ DR K7 Ny

21,2 nwwd

D'20 D'MY 1D701.01AN 7D 1'7X% NN NIV XY DNDNN WUXRI2 N NN WY |01 0N DMK Nl
N 72T NN RYN YA D MNIN D071 DTN I ARy IR N 7R NN R N D% Nl
D7wNm

1,0 X' ,N10 WA’
DI DNTA NN 2" N2 N1 KDY (19X [INIY N'WNn 7N

X779 7w'o DNt 20N 2Nd 210"V WTPn N1l TNY N'Ynn )mn X LR 070 Nid7n 0"anna ol
v (:0'pm UTEN? KMl IR AYTYo MY nmw At 7)) 271 IXA RTTY0 200 T PY (2 nwy 2"V e qT)
MWL IWRY WTPNRD DTX T 72V N1 T'NYYT WTznn N DAY ,N'™ X120 [IKAN 1112177 17 X N

"oy AT VNI M TRWIT ynwn L1020 NF7an NMIVN'Y XN'R X0 X' n7an mwinm 2moT RNl
(777219 0 YW 0"anan v DN DNEER) N'wnn 'y

NITA) 78IY' NIXONN AND ,0'Y "'V N1 WTPNNY yawny (KN NIRD [''V) XNININNND ynunT Xl
.00 [7T7 'RIXID NTAR NAT XNININNW 1210 D"annw (X nawn X '
82 of 136



SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: II- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?

The Aruch L'Ner suggests that the two midrashim are not contradictory. Although the
Mashiach will rebuild the "body" of the Beis HaMikdash - its physical component, the "soul"
of the Beis HaMikdash will descend from heaven®.

Other commentators suggest another possibility, that the way in which the Beis
Hamikdash is rebuilt will depend on the merit of the Jewish people and the order of the
redemption’.

Yet a third source indicates that the Beis HaMikdash will be rebuilt before the arrival
of the Mashiach®. Otzros Hachaim state that the order will depend on the way in which the
redemption takes place:
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: II- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?
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He will re-establish a Jewish Torah state

N N> DYI91) MION 072N
FMWUNIN NHWNNN MY TIT T2 N199N PINN9Y TINYD DNY NPWHN 190

He will thereby unify the Jewish people’.

He will defeat the enemies of the Jewish people
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In fact, since the nations of the world will realize who Mashiach is, these enemies will offer
little resistance:
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: 111 - WILL THE MASHIACH PERFORM MIRACLES?

He will re-establish the Sanhedrin'

He will determine to which tribe every Jew belongs’.

He will also determine the legitimacy of each Kohen and Levi.
The Mashiach will restore the practices of shmittah and yovel’
The Mashiach will influence every nation to serve Hashem
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iii -  Will the Mashiach perform miracles?

Will the Mashiach perform miracles as he accomplishes the above tasks, or will he complete
them in a mundane, "natural" manner?
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Nevertheless, the Rambam does not state that the Mashiach cannot perform miracles, merely
that he is not required to. Additionally, the question of whether or not he will perform
miracles depends on the way in which the redemption occurs.
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ii.
iii.
1v.

CHAPTER TWO: THE PRE-MESSIANIC ERA

How Chazal viewed the generation preceding the Mashiach
What will the world at large be like?
What will the Jewish nation be like?

Are we living in the era preceding the Mashiach?
a. The Chofetz Chaim
b. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan
c. Statements of Chazal which seem to have come true in our generation
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CHAPTER TWO: THE PRE-MESSIANIC ERA

i- How Chazal viewed the generation preceding the
Mashiach

The pre-Messianic era (XmwnT XNapy) is predicted by Chazal as a difficult time. The
Maharal explains these times as against the natural order, just because the Messianic Era
represents a totally new era'. Chazal understood that the generation immediately preceding
the arrival of the Mashiach would be characterized by hedonism, rampant troubles and
ignorance of bwn’. In particular, this would be a time of wars and great anti-Semitism”.

The sages referred to the period of troubles which precedes the arrival of the
Mashiach as nmown »an, the birth pangs of the Mashiach. Some of the sages even professed a
desire that they not witness the coming of the Mashiach, fearing the condition of that
generation”.

The 57nn7 explains in his mMman ny7 that the ultimate purpose of the world, and
therefore of each individual in the world, is the *>55n ypn. There are times in history when
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Interestingly, the Abarbanel appears to take the opposite approach, that the troubles
of the pre-Messianic era follow the general pattern of creation. Every event, he explains, is
best experienced from a strong state of contrast, first darkness than light. (l.e. the light of a
single candle stands out more in a dark room than a bright one; a colorful picture stands out
greater when it has a white background). nwin also desires the arrival of the Mashiach to be
experienced in this manner.
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*According to the Abarbanel (previous note), it is just because the time of the Mashiach will
be a wonderous time of knowledge, spirituality and goodness that the pre-Messianic era, by
contrast, will be so problematic:
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 2: I- HOW CHAZAL VIEWED THE GENERATION PRECEDING THE MASHIACH

the »555n )pn requires that evil reigns. This is all as a preparation for evil’s ultimate demise.
The greater the expression of the evil, the greater the revelation of G-d’s Oneness when it
causes the evil to disappear’.
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mwn vvan are of this sort of ©1> *. Since at that time, the final >995n ppn has to
be made, even D18 may suffer for they may not have enough merits to correct all the
025 which is now required to wrap up all of pre-Messianic history, get rid of all the

' The Ramchal explains that at times like this n'j7*Tx may suffer as a result of the general
situation. When this happens, not even their nripr will protect them from great suffering,
suffering for which they will be rewarded many times over: Firstly for the actual suffering;
Secondly for the love and faith with which they accept the suffering and; Thirdly because of
the 7750 jI7n which this suffering brings and which will benefit the whole world. However,
own never allows a '1x to suffer unless there is something, |'Tn nTn 9%, to be n2in the
suffering on. Therefore, He may judge a p*T¥ - naywn vIN '97. (NIAN NYT — NaNIN OO T
TIn'n pg. noy on in the Rav Chaim Friedlander edition)
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 2: 1- HOW CHAZAL VIEWED THE GENERATION PRECEDING THE MASHIACH - I1I-
WHAT WILL THE JEWISH NATION BE LIKE?

NI, and effect the Y9550 Ppn'.

As frightening as this time is, it is a great 123 to be involved with this period, for we
have the privilege of participating in the final ¥>55n p». In fact, the more righteous a person,
the more likely he is to be a vehicle to facilitate this final ypn, (with the ever-present danger
of his suffering as a result®.):

2 TY DMVYNY DYDY D Ppn

NIPY NNV NIV ,NT TITI DIPNNN TN DY DNID PTY DINDN)...1PYYN 295 HAPN TNN DI ONTY 27Mya
729 ONY NND P KD OV TI ,9952 IVAPN MHMNN MININN 29D ON YD DIPYYN 295 1IN DMIN
,MTIND OHDD NP NV ,09199) D19 1OW DNY 7PN IN) .1PHDIN MININD MNONND JPND NOX 20
PN HOOON MHNINNY ,DMYYN NN I1DID OIIYD NOVIN

ii - What will the world at large be like?

AN PATID
95 159731 1P PO PID I I MY PPN NN YN I N2 TIT 1AW T IIN 719N 7 NN
DNOIN PRI NN MOONN

AN PITMO
DNP N2 DY N0 YTRY DNPIY DNPT 29 12D OXIY) 12 XA TIT )2V NT IIX OXNM /I NN
PIANN YHINND 12N PRI 29 9D VTN 29 NNNNIA NI NNNA

il - What will the Jewish nation be like?
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’However, the Daas Tevunos further explains that even then nwn uses the o'7> of nann
vownn to deliver to the righteous this suffering required for the "770n Ign . Therefore He
requires at least the most minor of nintay to “hook” the |mio' onto. Therefore, he uses the
standard of naywn vin. The M0 are not, therefore, coming as a result of this minor n1avy.
They are needed for the grander ji7n. But the minor n1ay allows vswnn nanman to deliver the
o, (Rav Chaim Friedlander in his notes on the Daas Tvunos gives an example of Rebbe
who when a calf that was about to be slaughtered ran into his arms, sent the calf back to be
slaughtered saying that that was what it was created for. Because there was an element of
cruelty in Rebbe’s response, he subsequently suffered greatly for many years. However, this
was not the reason for his suffering, just the way in which it could be delivered.) According to
this when the Gemorrah says that the case of 17 y11 '1¥ is referring to a "ma 1y 1'Rw v it
means to say that it is only because he is an 2ma 11'x that allows for the "o for the jipn

%250 to be delivered.
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a.

SECTION 3- CHAPTER 2: iii- WHAT WILL THE JEWISH NATION BE LIKE? - iv- ARE WE LIVING IN THE
ERA PRECEDING THE MASHIACH?

A large portion of the Jewish people will be unable to withstand the troubles and pressures of
the time and will leave the fold of Judaism.
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Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, Footsteps of the Messiah

Also, during the time immediately preceding the Mashiach, the Jews will develop a new
creed, "Let us be like the nations," as it says, (Yechezkel 20, 32) "And what enters your minds
will never happen, when you say, '"We will be like the nations, like the families of the lands,
to worship wood and stone."

iv - Are we living in the era preceding the Mashiach?

The Chofetz Chaim

According to the Chofetz Chaim, there is no question that we are living in the era preceding
the arrival of the Mashiach. (The Chofetz Chaim on Awaiting Mashiach, Targum Press)

"There can be no greater comfort than this, particularly since all the signs of the impending
redemption (as recorded in the tenth chapter of Sanhedrin) have already come about...
Another sign listed by our sages is unemployment of both man and animal. This is clearly
one of the blights of our times, since trains and automobiles have largely replaced animals as
a means of transport and labor. Moreover, many people are also unemployed as a result of the
same developments...

A further auger of imminent redemption is that prices will be almost equal everywhere. We
see that the cost of wheat, for example, is equal in almost every place, and therefore business
has been hurt...

Yet another example mentioned in the same Talmudic passage is that the number of Torah
scholars will significantly diminish prior to the advent of Mashiach. Furthermore, youths will
shame their elders."

We can add to the words of the Chofetz Chaim about unemployment that with the advent of

automation, the problem has become more acute. The internet, mass media, modern
distribution and the "global economy" have all increased homogeneity of pricing.

90 of 136



b.

c.

SECTION 3- CHAPTER 2: IV- ARE WE LIVING IN THE ERA PRECEDING THE MASHIACH?

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, The Real Messiah

If one looks with an unprejudiced eye at the world today, he will see that we are living in an
age where almost all the Jewish prophecies regarding the prelude to the Messianic Age are
coming to pass...

Religious studies will be despised and used by nonbelievers to strengthen their cause; the
government will become godless, academies places of immorality, and the religious will be
denigrated. [Sotah 49b, Sanhedrin 97a, Derech Eretz Zuta 10]

Judaism will suffer greatly because of these upheavals. There is a tradition that the Jews will
split up into various groups, each laying claim to the truth, making it almost impossible to
discern true Judaism from the false. This is the meaning of the prophecy (Isaiah 59:15), "truth
will fail." [Sanhedrin 97a)

It has also been predicted that many will leave the fold of Judaism completely. This is how
our sages interpret the prophecy (Dan. 12:10), "The wicked shall do wickedly, and not
understand." [Rambam, Igeres Teiman]|

Of course, there will be some Jews who remain true to their traditions. They will realize that
they are witnessing the death throes of a degenerate old order and will not be drawn into it.
But they will suffer all the more for this, and be dubbed fools for not conforming to the
debased ways of the pre-Messianic Age. This is the meaning of the prophecy (Isaiah 59:15),
"He who departs from evil will be considered a fool." [Sanhedrin 97a]

Statements of Chazal which seem to have come true in our
generation

The following Gemara shows that immediately proceeding the arrival of the Mashiach, the
land of Israel will once again bloom fully. The recent explosive development of Israel is
plainly obvious.
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The following midrashim about the world and the Jewish nation during the era preceding the
arrival of the Mashiach also bear a remarkable resemblance to the world today.
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 2: IV- ARE WE LIVING IN THE ERA PRECEDING THE MASHIACH?
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The owNA also understood that a large portion of the Jewish people would be unable to
withstand the troubles and pressures of the time and would leave the fold of Judaism
completely.
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CHAPTER THREE: EXPECTING AND IDENTIFYING
THE MASHIACH

I - Believing in, and awaiting, the coming of the Mashiach

i.  When will the Mashiach arrive?
a. Problems inherent in contemplation of the date
b. Difficulty of precise calculation
1. Why does Hashem conceal the date?
c. Possible times of the arrival of the Mashiach
1. Speeding the arrival through prayer
2 Speeding the arrival through Torah
3. Speeding the arrival through repentance
4. Speeding the arrival through anticipation
5. Easing the "birth pangs" of the Mashiach
1. How will the revelation of the Mashiach take place?
1. Unknown identity
iv. In Eretz Yisroel
v. In a sudden manner
vi. How will we identify the Moshiach?
a. Identification by lineage
b. Identification by deed
c. Identification by character
vii. False Messiahs
a. Identifying a false messiah
1. Bar Kochva
2. Yeshu HaNotzri (Jesus)
3. Shabsai Tzvi
b. Why does Hashem allow false messiahs to proliferate?
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a.

CHAPTER THREE: EXPECTING AND IDENTIFYING
THE MASHIACH

I - Believing in, and awaiting, the coming of the Mashiach

There are two distinct facets to belief in the coming of the Mashiach. First is the obligation to
believe the Mashiach will in fact come. Second is the obligation to await the Mashiach and to
fervently hope for his imminent arrival.

I- When will the Mashiach arrive?

Problems inherent in contemplation of the date

Chazal had a clearly negative opinion of people who attempt to calculate the date.”
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The Rambam explains:
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Additionally, someone who calculates a date for the arrival of the Mashiach will have
difficulty believing the Mashiach might arrive at any moment (see 2.B.ii. above).
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For a discussion of why certain gedolim attempted to calculate the date, see notes.

Difficulty of precise calculation

Simply, it is impossible to calculate the exact date of the Mashiach’s arrival.
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Even the date of the exodus from Egypt (where the length of the exile was known to be four
hundred years long) was unknown to the Jewish people at the time. Certainly it is impossible
to calculate the redemption from the current exile, which will last for an unknown duration.
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Even Daniel, a navi, reckoned the date of exodus from Babylon incorrectly.
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1 - Why does Hashem conceal the date?
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Possible times of the arrival of the Mashiach

There are two possible times for the arrival of the Mashiach. (1) Whenever the Jewish people
do teshuvah voluntarily. (2) The final time when Mashiach will arrive regardless of our
actions. The Mashiach will arrive on whichever of the two happens first.?
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The Abarbanel states a similar principle, adding a third date, the earliest time the Mashiach
might arrive.
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See below (2.E.) for an explanation of how the revelation will differ according to whether the
Mashiach arrives by way of voluntary teshuvah or not. It is important to note that ultimately
the Jewish nation will in fact do teshuvah before the arrival of the Mashiach. For a complete
discussion of this concept, see notes.

Why the sages gave dates

According to the statements quoted in the text, the sages clearly had a negative opinion of
those who tried to calculate the arrival date of the Mashiach. However, we find in the Gemara
and Rishonim (R' Saadyah Gaon, Rambam, Ramban, etc.) those who did in fact attempt to
calculate the date. How did they seemingly ignore the warnings of Chazal? The Abarbanel
answers that the entire prohibition was only against calculating the date by means of
astrology. Calculating the date using pesukim is permitted.
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The Ramban explains that only early generations were prohibited from calculating the date.
Since the tanaim and amoraim knew that the date was still far off, they didn't want this
revealed to the general populace, lest they lose hope in the coming of the Mashiach. Later
generations, however, are permitted to calculate the date.
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The Rambam mentions an additional reason.
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Finally, the Maharal explains that none of the sages meant that a given date was positively
the date of the Mashiach’s arrival. Rather the suggested dates were possible times of the
arrival.
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Since the question of calculating the date is halachic in nature, the above sources should not
be taken as a heter without express approval of a posek.

d. Speeding the process of his arrival

There are several ways we can speed the process of his arrival. Briefly:
1. Prayer
2. Torah
3. Repentance
4. Anticipation
5. Easing the birth pangs of Mashiach

1 - Speeding the arrival through prayer
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2 - Speeding the arrival through Torah
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3 - Speeding the arrival through repentance
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THE REVELATION OF THE MASHIACH TAKE PLACE?

See also 2.C.iii. above.
4 - Speeding the arrival through anticipation

Even the actual anticipation for the arrival of the Mashiach will hasten his arrival.
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5 - Easing the "birth pangs" of the Mashiach

What can a person do to avoid the troubles that will befall the world and the Jewish nation
during the era preceding the arrival of the Mashiach?
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- How will the revelation of the Mashiach take place?

Although it is difficult to know the precise details of how the Mashiach will be revealed, we
do have the following rule: The revelation will differ according to whether or not we do
teshuvah voluntarily (see 2.C.iii. above and note 3). If the Jewish nation repents voluntarily
and begins to serve own properly, the redemption will take place in a miraculous manner. If
not, the redemption will be an extended, mundane, "natural" process which will appear to be

the unfolding of historical events'. It is crucial to keep this in mind when studying the words
SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3-1I- HOW WILL THE REVELATION OF THE MASHIACH TAKE PLACE?-1II-
UNKNOWN IDENTITY

' However, the Yerushalmi says that even where the Geula starts slowly, it pick up speed as
it goes along:
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72 INKRI7AN WY IR DTIN AW (DW) 3"NRIE 010N DRI WIATD DX N Nz (1 DW) 7D RN
NNNYI MR AN DTN (N DW) O"NRINID7R wiIa7a 170 19 Ky DTl (0v)
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of Chazal regarding the revelation, because it is not always obvious to which path of
redemption they are referring.
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The Ohr HaChaim explains.
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iii -  Unknown identity

The identity of the Mashiach will be completely unknown - even to his friends and family -
until he reveals himself to be the Mashiach.
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Unknown to himself

Even the person who is destined to become the Mashiach (see 3.A. below) will be unaware of
his destiny until own reveals to him that he will be the Mashiach.
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- In Eretz Yisroel
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y - In a sudden manner

The arrival of the Mashiach will occur in a sudden manner. ")Txn” refers to the Mashiach;
nman Ton” refers to Eliyahu HaNavi.
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This is more than just a principle; it is the actual basis for halachic rulings.
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Also, see the Ramban, ([y’2n970 »1n>o] >»7ay 9w MmN Nwi9Y MNI) for a discussion of the
details of the revelation of the Mashiach.

vi-  How will we identify the Mashiach?

Each and every generation contains a person who, by virtue of their righteousness, is fitting
to become the Mashiach.
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For a discussion of the Mashiach’s genealogy, see notes.

a. Identification by lineage

Hashem promised King David that his kingdom would last forever, as it says, "(Shmuel 2,
7:16) And your dynasty and your kingdom will remain steadfast forever before you, your
throne will remain firm forever." Therefore, we know that the Mashiach must be a
descendant of King David.
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For a discussion of the soul of the Mashiach, see notes.
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: VI- HOW WILL WE IDENTIFY THE MOSHIACH - VII- FALSE MESSIAHS

Identification by deed

The most simple way to identify the Mashiach will be to examine the person's actions. If he
accomplishes the goals set for the Mashiach (see 1.B.), we know he is the Mashiach.
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Identification by character

Since we know the Mashiach will reach the level of nevuah (see below, 3.B.ii.b.), we know
he must possess the prerequisite qualities necessary to attain prophecy.
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vii - False Messiahs

a.

Identifying a false messiah

Once we know the identifying characteristics for the Mashiach, it is actually quite simple to
expose a false messiah. Since we know, for example, that the Mashiach will eventually be a
navi, anyone who claims to be the Mashiach must exhibit the characteristics necessary for
prophecy.
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Also, he must accomplish the goals designated for the Mashiach. Therefore, if a
person claims to be the Mashiach, yet fails to fulfill these goals, we know he is a false
messiah. This is the most simple, effective method for exposing false messiahs; no pretender
to the title Mashiach has ever passed this acid test. See the Ramban below who makes the
same point regarding Yeshu HaNotzri.
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Additionally, as we will explain below, the Mashiach will not change a single mitzvah of the
Torah. Therefore, any person who claims to be the Mashiach, yet tampers with the s is
clearly a false messiah.
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1 - Bar Kochva

After the First Churban (70 CE), Bar Kochba (Bar Koziva') led a revolt against the
Romans which for a time looked like it might be successful®. (132-135CE). He even
succeeded in recapturing Jerusalem and of establishing a period of independent Jewish
sovereignty in most of Eretz Yisroel’. The emerging consensus amongst the greatest sages of
the time, including Rabbi Akiva4, was that Bar Kochba was the Mashiach.
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However, Bar Kochba became arrogant at his own military prowess®, leading to his
killing his uncle, the great R’ Elazar HaModai in a fit of rage’. After that Bar Kochba lost his
Heavenly help®, Beitar fell and Bar Kochba was killed'.

"His original name was Bar Koziva but R’ Akiva changed his name to Bar Kochba (“son of a
star”), an illusion to the verse, “A star shall go forth from Yaakov” (Numbers 24:17). The
“star” of that verse would be the Messiah. (History of the Jewish People, vol. 11, pg. 62)
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® A massive effort by the Romans led to the recapture of Jerusalem. But this did not end
the revolt. Bar Kochba and most of his troops withdrew to Beitar, where the fighting was to
continue for some three and a half years. At first the battle went well for Bar Kochba and his
men, who performed amazing feats of bravery. Unfortunately, Bar Kochba himself became
arrogant, attributing his victories to his personal strength. (History of the Jewish People, pg.
65)

"He accepted a slanderous accusation of treachery against his uncle.

® The Jerusalem Talmud relates that when Bar Kochba killed R’ Elazar, a voice from heaven

proclaimed, ‘You have killed R’ Elazar HaModai, the strong arm and right eye of Israel.

Therefore your own arm shall wither and your right eye grow dim.” Thereupon Beitar fell to
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Since Bar Kochba died without fulfilling the tasks designated for the Mashiach, he
could not have been the Mashiach.
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2 - Yeshu HaNotzri (Jesus)

The introduction of the Rambam to the subject.
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The Ramban brings several strong proofs that Yeshu could not have been the Mashiach. First,
Yeshu did not fulfill many of the prophecies concerning the Mashiach.
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The Ramban also points out that Yeshu did not complete many of the tasks designated for the
Mashiach.
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And the final nail in the coffin: why should anyone believe Yeshu was the Mashiach if
Yeshu, supposedly omnipotent, couldn't even prove it to the sages of his time?
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the Romans and Bar Koziva was slain. (Jerusalem Talmud, Taanis, 4:5) (History of the

Jewish People, pg. 65)
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Also, Yeshu desired to cancel many of the nn¥n, a sure indication of a false messiah.
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R. Pinchas Stopler makes the following additional points (Was Jesus the Messiah, The Real
Messiah)

[1] Nowhere does our Bible say that the Messiah would be a god or G-d like. The
very idea that G-d would take on human form is repulsive to Jews because it
contradicts our concept of G-d as being above and beyond the limitations of the human
body and

situation. Jews believe that G-d alone is to be worshipped, not a being who is His
creation, be he angel, saint, or even the Messiah himself.

[2] Nowhere does the Bible predict that the Messiah will be born to a virgin. In fact,
virgins never give birth anywhere in the Bible. This idea is to be found only in pagan
mythology. To the Jewish mind, the very idea that G-d would plant a seed in a woman
is unnecessary and unnatural. After all - what is accomplished by this claim? What
positive purpose does it serve?

[3] The true Messiah is to reign as King of the Jews. Jesus' career as described in
the New Testament lasted all of three years, at the end of which he was crucified by the
Romans as a common criminal. He never functioned as anything but a wandering
preacher and "faith healer," certainly, he held no official position or exercised any rule
of any kind.

[4] Nowhere does the Jewish Bible say that the Messiah would come once, be
killed, and return again in a "second coming." The idea of a second coming is a pure
rationalization of Jesus' failure to function in any way as a messiah, or to fulfill any of
the prophecies of the Torah or the Prophets. The idea is purely a Christian invention,
with no foundation in the Bible.

3 - Shabsai Tzvi

Berel Wein, Triumph of Survival, Chapter 2:

The young boy received a traditional Jewish education. Possessed of a good mind and
a diligent nature, he excelled in his studies. Before his twentieth birthday, he was reportedly
ordained a chacham (the Sephardic rabbinic title) and apparently was well regarded in the
scholarly circles of his community. Even though the study of the Kabbalah was usually
reserved for people of greater maturity, Shabtai was initiated into the mysteries of that study
early in his scholastic career...

He also began to practice ascetic ways...and other forms of behavior that caused his
acquaintances to first consider him strange, then strangely holy, and, finally, purely pious and
almost godly. The young Shabtai evidenced a charismatic air that blinded others to his faults
and encouraged abnormal adulation.
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Apparently, by then he was also afflicted by the classic mental disturbance that would
hound him all his life, the recorded symptoms of which, as described by his contemporaries,
suggest a manic-depressive psychosis. Although this illness sheds light on his future
behavior, nevertheless his charisma, shrewdness, and attraction to others were sufficient to
convince a great deal of the Jewish world that this insanity was really a gift of prophecy.

In 1648 Shabtai first began to experience messianic delusions...In one of his manic
moments he had an apocalyptic vision of himself saving Israel as its messiah.

However, the bizarre nature of his behavior continually caught up with him, and he
was driven out of many Jewish communities, sometimes even undergoing the pain and
humiliation of public flogging. During this period, Shabtai publicly violated many precepts of
basic Jewish law and was guilty of behavior insulting to the holy Torah scroll.

By the summer of 1665, the team of Nathan and Shabtai was firmly established, and
on the holiday of Shavuos of that year, Nathan proclaimed Shabtai the messiah at a public
gathering in Gaza. Shabtai first demurred modestly, but then, adopting the role of leader and
savior, he publicly admitted his "true" messianic nature and began tinkering with the
observances and rituals of traditional Judaism.

He also engaged in public licentious sexual behavior, ate non-kosher foods,
pronounced a newly formulated benediction "Who has permitted that which has previously
been forbidden"...

However, in September 1666, the Sultan [of Turkey] tired of the game and had
Shabtai brought before him to Adrianople. In the middle of September 1666, Shabtai denied
before the Sultan and his court any messianic pretensions on his part. The council of the
Sultan then presented him with the choice of martyrdom or conversion to Islam. Shabtai Tzvi
"the messiah of Israel, the hope of the ages, the scion of David and the culmination of Jewish
destiny." chose apostasy at the age of forty...

The charade had come to an end.

Why does Hashem allow false messiahs to proliferate?

Why does bwn allow false messiahs to proliferate? By spreading knowledge of the concept of
the Mashiach, they increase the contrast of the truth the real Mashiach will signify when he
arrives.
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Using the above principle, the Abarbanel explains the following midrash (.38 y97M19).
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CHAPTER FOUR: WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE

LIKE AFTER THE MASHIACH ARRIVES?

1. The nature of the world during the time of the Mashiach.

a.

The Mashiach will not change the Torah

1. A description of the era of the Mashiach

a.
b.
c.
d.

(&

Acceptance of Hashem

World peace and Harmony of Nature
Return of nevuah

Weakening of the evil inclination
Financial prosperity

iii. The Non-Jews during the era of the Mashiach

a.
b.
C.

Acceptance of Hashem
Non-Jewish attitude toward the Jews
Converts during the time of the Mashiach
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CHAPTER FOUR - WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE
LIKE AFTER THE MASHIACH ARRIVES?

- The nature of the world during the time of the Mashiach.

The Ramban and the Maharal explain that during the era of the Mashiach, the world (and the
creation at large) will return to a state of perfection, similar to the world which would have
existed had The First Man not sinned. Although the intrinsic nature of the world will remain
unchanged (gravity will still function, weapons will still exist), our lives will be radically
altered (world peace, etc.). All the changes listed below (in 4.B.) can be understood within
this framework.
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R' Saadyah Gaon adds that although we have a basic idea of what the world will be like
during the time of the Mashiach, the true reality will defy our imagination.
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For a discussion on how long the Messianic age will last, see .08 PI77)D.

The Mashiach will not change the Torah

The Mashiach will not change the Torah in any way. All the nnsn will still apply during the
time of the Mashiach. This is one of the Rambam's thirteen principles.
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 4: 1- THE NATURE OF THE WORLD DURING THE TIME OF THE MASHIACH
- II- A DESCRIPTION OF THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH
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For a discussion regarding midrashim which seem to indicate that certain nnsn will change,
see notes.

ii-  Adescription of the era of the Mashiach

There will be many changes in the world during the time of the Mashiach. Briefly, they
are:

a. Acceptance of own

. World peace and harmony of nature

Return of prophecy

Weakening of the evil inclination

Financial prosperity

o e

a. Acceptance of Hashem

During the time of the Mashiach, every nation will believe in own. The world will also accept
the Torah as bwn's true teaching.
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The primary occupation of the world will be to know and understand own.
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World peace and Harmony of Nature

During the time of the Mashiach, all nations will live peacefully with one another and war
will cease to exist.
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The Rambam holds that, as far as nature is concerned, 11 Mo ©dw. The lion will still
attack the lamb and the psukim that appear to the contrary are not to be understood literally.
The Ramban, however, understands the psukim literally. He asserts that there will indeed be a
change in the fundamental nature of animals'.

Return of nevuah

Nevuah, a state currently unattainable even by people on the proper spiritual level, will return
to the world during the time of the Mashiach.
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 4: 1I- A DESCRIPTION OF THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH - III-THE NON-JEWS

DURING THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH

It will become easy to attain the proper spiritual level necessary for nevuah.
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Weakening of the evil inclination

During the time of the Mashiach, the evil inclination will become powerless. Instead, a
person's natural inclination will be to do good.
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Financial prosperity

During the time of the Mashiach, there will be great financial prosperity in the world, and in
Eretz Yisroel in particular.
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f. Torah Study
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iti -  The Non-Jews during the era of the Mashiach

During the time of the Mashiach, the relationship between the Jewish people and the Non-
Jews will change in the following three ways.

a. Acceptance of Hashem

During the time of the Mashiach, every nation will believe in own. The world will also accept
the Torah as bwn's true teaching. Sources can be found above.

b. Non-Jewish attitude toward the Jews

The Non-Jews will accord the Jewish people great honor during the time of the Mashiach.
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c. Converts during the time of the Mashiach

During the time of the Mashiach, many Non-Jews will desire to convert to Judaism.
However, once the Mashiach reveals himself, the Jewish people will no longer accept
converts.
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APPENDIX A: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES
REGARDING MASHIACH

The necessity of teshuvah

There are many sources which indicate that ultimately, the Jewish people will do teshuvah. In
fact, the Mashiach will not come unless the Jews do teshuvah.
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However, the above sources seem to contradict the sources quoted in the main text. If,
as the midrash states, there is a final date on which the Mashiach will arrive regardless of our
actions, it seems teshuvah is not an absolute necessity. The sources here clearly state that we
must do teshuvah before the Mashiach arrives.

The answer, related to me by HaRav Moshe Shapiro, is that without doubt, the Jewish
people must do teshuvah before the Mashiach arrives. If we are not willing to do teshuvah on
our accord, own will "force" the Jewish nation to do teshuvah, as in the Gemara quoted here.

When 530 said there are two possible times for the arrival of the Mashiach, one if we do
teshuvah and one regardless, they meant this: If we do teshuvah of our own accord, the
Mashiach will come immediately. If, however, we do not do teshuvah of our own accord the
Mashiach will arrive at a preset time. However, before that time, own will arrange events in
the world that will cause the Jewish nation to do teshuvah. Clearly, the second option will be
less pleasant than the first.

The genealogy of the Mashiach

The Abarbanel quotes the following midrash which states that the Mashiach’s genealogy will
be similar to that of Esther, whose father died before she was born, and whose mother died in
childbirth.
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APPENDIX A: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES REGARDING MASHIACH
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The soul of the Mashiach

Although the concept of gilgul is beyond the scope of this work, the following statements of
the Rishonim which discuss the soul of the Mashiach are noteworthy.
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Midrashim which seem to indicate that some mitzvos will be changed

Although the Rambam quoted in the text states clearly that the Mashiach will not change any
of the mnyn, the following midrashim seem to indicate that certain nnx» will in fact change
during the time of the Mashiach.
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The Abarbanel explains the second midrash in the following way.
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The Mareh HaPanim, quoting the Alshich, explains the Yerushalmi.
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It is important to note that when the Rambam says that the Mashiach will not change the
Torah in any way, he was only referring to the time of the Mashiach. However, during the
period of Xan odw, after the resurrection of the dead, it is certainly possible that the mxn
will change. Thus we find in the words of the sages:

:ND N
N2D PRYD MOV NMINH NININ AN GO 29 N

DV 'ON
TN DAN DINDD MON DN POY PN NN NINY AT DOW NONX YRWN XD PROINND THNT 900D V...
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N2D PRYD MO0 MNNY 1N

Yet the principle of the Rambam remains true; anyone who claims there will be a change in
the ¥ in this world (as Yeshu and others did) is clearly a fraud.
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APPENDIX B: BELIEF IN THE MASHIACH - A
PRINCIPLE OF FAITH?

According to the Rambam, belief in the coming of the Mashiach is one of the thirteen basic
tenets of Judaism.

PN PI9Y NMIVNN W1 DA
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")

Accordingly, a person who denies this principle (or any of the other twelve) is considered an
apostate.
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However, the o pyn Yya argued that although the concept of the Mashiach is certainly true,
and to not believe it is a transgression, nevertheless it is not considered a principle on which
the entire Torah is dependent.
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Even the Rambam agrees that only belief in the general principle is a basic tenet of Judaism.
Specific details, such as whether or not the arrival of Eliyahu HaNavi will proceed the arrival
of the Mashiach, or the manner in which the Mashiach will arrive - these details are not
included in the tenet. Therefore a person who believes in the coming of the Mashiach yet
does not believe one of these details is not considered an apostate.

1,2 0’991 MION 072N
NTAIPY IPITPT XN D27 7PN N0 PR 019 93 HN

It is worthy to note that although the o> pyn bya argued with the Rambam, the opinion of the
Rambam has become the accepted opinion among the Jewish people.
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APPENDIX C: THE WAR OF GOG U'MAGOG

1. At the time of the redemption, a Non-Jewish nation will rise against the Jewish people in
an attempt to destroy them. The war which will take place is known as The War of Gog
U'Magog, Gog referring to the Non-Jewish king, and Magog referring to the nation he rules.
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2. There are many prophecies concerning the war of Gog U'Magog, including:
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3. Why will own cause such a war to occur at the height of the redemption? The primary
reason is that because of the great miracles that will take place during the war, the entire
world will finally believe in own.
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For additional reasons see:
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4. Ultimately, Gog U'Magog will be destroyed in such a miraculous manner that the Jewish
nation will not even have to fight a battle.
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5. There is an argument among the sages as to whether the war of Gog U'Magog will take
place before the arrival of the Mashiach or immediately afterward. The following midrash
clearly states that the war will take before the arrival of the Mashiach.
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The following Gemara states that the arrival of the Mashiach will proceed the war.
NI NTAY
Y AN NINT AN INNYN PRITY 11I...PAIINNT X919 XTI PN N9 PNYY IIN YD 117 NOINT
121 IMWN DY) 1N DY 17 DININ DNNIA NN DY
1,09 SNPINY DY PTIN WO PO
6. It is unknown which nation of the modern world is Magog, and which person is Gog.
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1. There is a tradition that at the time of the redemption, Eliyahu HaNavi will return to the
Jewish people.
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2. There are many reasons why Eliyahu will come, among them the following. First, Eliyahu
will urge the Jewish nation to repent.
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Second, Eliyahu will begin the process of bringing peace to the world.
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Also, Eliyahu will be the one to anoint the Mashiach as a king.
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Finally, Eliyahu will clarify halachic uncertainties.
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1. The Ten Tribes (every tribe with the exception of Yehuda and Binyomin) were exiled by
the King of Ashur during the time of the first Beis HaMikdash.

), ,2 0000
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2. The Gemara relates an argument between R' Akiva and R' Eliezer regarding whether or not
the Ten Tribes will return to the Jewish people during the redemption.
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However, there are three points which both R' Akiva and R' Eliezer agree on. First, both
agree that a portion of the Ten Tribes have already returned to the Jewish people.
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Second, both agree that only the majority of the Ten Tribes were exiled. A small portion of
each of the ten remained with the rest of the Jewish people in Eretz Yisroel.
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Finally, both agree that during the time of the Mashiach, there will certainly be twelve tribes.
Their argument was only regarding whether or not those who were exiled were lost among
the Non-Jews.
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APPENDIX F - TWO MESSIAHS

1. There is an accepted tradition mentioned in the words of the sages that there will in fact be
two messiahs. The Mashiach referred to in most of this work is Mashiach ben Dovid, a direct
descendant of King David. Additionally, there will be a Mashiach ben Yosef, a descendant of
Joseph, who will precede Mashiach ben Dovid.
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2. Mashiach ben Dovid will serve all the functions mentioned above (1.B.) The purpose of
Mashiach ben Yosef will be primarily to lead the Jewish nation in war.
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3. The era of Mashiach ben Yosef will be a time of great troubles for the Jewish nation,
culminating in the death of Mashiach ben Yosef during the battle against Gog U'Magog.
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Mashiach ben Yosef will be aware that he will perish during the war of Gog U'Magog.
Nevertheless, he will accept this decree of own, praying that he will rise during the
resurrection.
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4. As with many concepts of the era of the Mashiach, the coming of Mashiach ben Yosef may
depend on the manner in which the redemption arrives. If the Mashiach arrives because the
Jewish nation repents on their own accord, it is possible that the time of troubles will be
avoided.
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A human has five levels of soul:
LA N, e A, w)
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The highest level of soul we can be aware of is our Ny which translates into our thoughts”.
The purpose of the nnwy is to purify the body®. Moshe Rabbeinu purified his body to being
like the nwn »x5N, to the point where his body glowed with spirituality’. Prior to the nnw)
being put into the 91, the NHw) was no different to any other created being — a complete taker
of @wn’s goodness® with all the shame that implies’. However, after being placed in a highly
deficient, physical body®, the nnwy can now become an active force for good’. It can take the
body up to great spiritual heights'’. In this way, man'' shares
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with G-d the task of bringing the world to completion, becoming His partner in creation'.
This partnership facilitates a type of intimacy with G-d which is a source of great joy”.

The fact that the nnw) combines with the 9 in an integrated being is a 899, which we
do not fully understand”.

By doing this, the nnw» itself grows®. However, the nnw» is much more powerful than
the body. This is because it is more spiritual, and therefore closer to the Ultimate Source of
energy. Left to its natural state, it would immediately take over the body, dragging it to the
highest possible levels. There would then be no choice or growth as we understand it in this
world. In order to allow for this worldly growth, G-d chose to restrict the power and
expression of the nnw) in the body, for as long as we live in this world’.

Although we have stated that the partnership of the nnw) with the body is also
ultimately to the nnw)’s advantage, the nnw) also pays a price for this partnership with
something which is really much lower than itself. This disadvantage is recuperated after
death, when the nnwy goes to mmwy oo°. There, using as its starting point the amount of
Torah and nnsn the person has done in this world, the nnwy continues to grow’. This is really
a catch up of the status it should have achieved in this world, had the first man not sinned.
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After mmwy oby, it is then recombined with the body, when it grows, level after level,
together with the body. Although the higher levels of the body in these stages is like the level
which the nnw had achieved during earlier, lower stages. there is always a difference
between the nnwy and the body.
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I- Olam Hazeh VeOlam Haba:
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The Chofetz Chaim on Awaiting Mashiach

Ikvesa D'Meshicha, R' Elchonon Wassermann
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